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This unorthodox biography explores the life of an extraordinary Enlightenment woman who, by sheer force
of character, parlayed a skill in midwifery into a national institution. In 1759, in an effort to end infant
mortality, Louis XV commissioned Madame Angélique Marguerite Le Boursier du Coudray to travel
throughout France teaching the art of childbirth to illiterate peasant women. For the next thirty years, this
royal emissary taught in nearly forty cities and reached an estimated ten thousand students. She wrote a
textbook and invented a life-sized obstetrical mannequin for her demonstrations. She contributed
significantly to France's demographic upswing after 1760.

Who was the woman, both the private self and the pseudonymous public celebrity? Nina Rattner Gelbart
reconstructs Madame du Coudray's astonishing mission through extensive research in the hundreds of letters
by, to, and about her in provincial archives throughout France. Tracing her subject's footsteps around the
country, Gelbart chronicles du Coudray's battles with finance ministers, village matrons, local administrators,
and recalcitrant physicians, her rises in power and falls from grace, and her death at the height of the Reign
of Terror. At a deeper level, Gelbart recaptures du Coudray's interior journey as well, by questioning and
dismantling the neat paper trail that the great midwife so carefully left behind. Delightfully written, this tale
of a fascinating life at the end of the French Old Regime sheds new light on the histories of medicine,
gender, society, politics, and culture.
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From reader reviews:

Mary Deemer:

This The King's Midwife: A History and Mystery of Madame du Coudray are usually reliable for you who
want to certainly be a successful person, why. The reason of this The King's Midwife: A History and
Mystery of Madame du Coudray can be one of the great books you must have is definitely giving you more
than just simple studying food but feed you actually with information that perhaps will shock your preceding
knowledge. This book is usually handy, you can bring it almost everywhere and whenever your conditions
throughout the e-book and printed types. Beside that this The King's Midwife: A History and Mystery of
Madame du Coudray forcing you to have an enormous of experience for example rich vocabulary, giving
you demo of critical thinking that we understand it useful in your day pastime. So , let's have it and revel in
reading.

Jennifer Phinney:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new
facts. When you read a e-book you will get new information simply because book is one of several ways to
share the information or even their idea. Second, reading a book will make you more imaginative. When you
reading a book especially fiction book the author will bring you to imagine the story how the people do it
anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to other folks. When you read this The King's
Midwife: A History and Mystery of Madame du Coudray, you could tells your family, friends along with
soon about yours book. Your knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make them reading a e-book.

Jaclyn Utecht:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a guide we can know
everything we wish. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every year seemed
to be exactly added. This reserve The King's Midwife: A History and Mystery of Madame du Coudray was
filled about science. Spend your extra time to add your knowledge about your science competence. Some
people has different feel when they reading the book. If you know how big benefit from a book, you can
truly feel enjoy to read a publication. In the modern era like right now, many ways to get book you wanted.

Wanda Holmes:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got pupils? We believe that that concern
was given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby. And you
also know that little person just like reading or as reading through become their hobby. You must know that
reading is very important along with book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to provide you
knowledge, except your personal teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update in relation to
something by book. A substantial number of sorts of books that can you decide to try be your object. One of



them is actually The King's Midwife: A History and Mystery of Madame du Coudray.
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