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An entrancing avant-garde adventure at the dawn of the modern age

In 1909, municipal authorities built an airfield in northern Italy and invited leading pilots to compete on it.
The show attracted thousands of spectators--among them Giacomo Puccini and Gabriele d'Annunzio--and
reporters, including, amazingly, Franz Kafka, Max Brod, and Luigi Barzini. Peter Demetz's sparkling new
book tells the enchanting story of what happened in the air and on the ground before, during, and after this
amazing moment.

Kafka, it turns out, was a very precise observer of both the fragile new machines and the people who flocked
to see them in action. Demetz shows us the spectacle as Kafka reported it, and also its unexpectedly
melodramatic preparations, amazing dirigibles, and ace pilots--the American Glenn Curtiss, the Italian Mario
Calderara, and the reigning king of the skies, Louis Blériot.

But above all Demetz wants to know what flying really meant to these visionaries of the air: many political
and imaginative issues were sent aloft at Brescia. With discerning affection, he elucidates Kafka's subtle
ambiguities about the consequences of flight, d'Annunzio's lust for power in aviation, Puccini's enthusiasm
for speedy escapes, and Curtiss's modest heroism. Illustrated with fascinating material from the show itself,
this provocative work reveals a vital point where art and technology met in imagining the future.
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From reader reviews:

Carlos Garcia:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With reading you can get a lot of
information that can give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world can certainly
share their idea. Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire their particular reader
with their story or perhaps their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the guides. But also they
write about the knowledge about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how
to teach your sons or daughters, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors on this planet
always try to improve their expertise in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write on their
book. One of them is this The Air Show at Brescia, 1909.

Ross Larson:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their free time with their family, or
all their friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, going to beach, or picnic within
the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something different to fill
your own free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book might be option to fill your cost-free time/ holiday.
The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want to attempt
look for book, may be the e-book untitled The Air Show at Brescia, 1909 can be very good book to read.
May be it might be best activity to you.

James Furlow:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will
make someone to understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information
easier to share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, newspaper,
book, and soon. You will see that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. Often the book
that recommended to you personally is The Air Show at Brescia, 1909 this reserve consist a lot of the
information with the condition of this world now. This specific book was represented so why is the world has
grown up. The words styles that writer make usage of to explain it is easy to understand. The writer made
some exploration when he makes this book. That is why this book suitable all of you.

Daryl Pena:

Book is one of source of expertise. We can add our information from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen have to have book to know the change information of year to be able to year.
As we know those ebooks have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, may also bring us to
around the world. Through the book The Air Show at Brescia, 1909 we can take more advantage. Don't you
to be creative people? For being creative person must prefer to read a book. Simply choose the best book that
suited with your aim. Don't be doubt to change your life with this book The Air Show at Brescia, 1909. You
can more inviting than now.
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