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Disheartened by the shrink-wrapped, Styrofoam-packed state of contemporary supermarket fruits and
vegetables, many shoppers hark back to a more innocent time, to visions of succulent red tomatoes plucked
straight from the vine, gleaming orange carrots pulled from loamy brown soil, swirling heads of green lettuce
basking in the sun.

With Hybrid, Noel Kingsbury reveals that even those imaginary perfect foods are themselves far from
anything that could properly be called natural; rather, they represent the end of a millennia-long history of
selective breeding and hybridization. Starting his story at the birth of agriculture, Kingsbury traces the
history of human attempts to make plants more reliable, productive, and nutritious—a story that owes as
much to accident and error as to innovation and experiment. Drawing on historical and scientific accounts, as
well as a rich trove of anecdotes, Kingsbury shows how scientists, amateur breeders, and countless
anonymous farmers and gardeners slowly caused the evolutionary pressures of nature to be supplanted by
those of human needs—and thus led us from sparse wild grasses to succulent corn cobs, and from mealy,
white wild carrots to the juicy vegetables we enjoy today. At the same time, Kingsbury reminds us that
contemporary controversies over the Green Revolution and genetically modified crops are not new; plant
breeding has always had a political dimension.

A powerful reminder of the complicated and ever-evolving relationship between humans and the natural
world, Hybrid will give readers a thoughtful new perspective on—and a renewed appreciation of—the cereal
crops, vegetables, fruits, and flowers that are central to our way of life.
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From reader reviews:

Shannon Batiste:

The book with title Hybrid: The History and Science of Plant Breeding has a lot of information that you can
understand it. You can get a lot of gain after read this book. This book exist new understanding the
information that exist in this publication represented the condition of the world at this point. That is
important to yo7u to know how the improvement of the world. This book will bring you inside new era of
the the positive effect. You can read the e-book in your smart phone, so you can read the item anywhere you
want.

Sandra Snyder:

Beside this specific Hybrid: The History and Science of Plant Breeding in your phone, it could give you a
way to get nearer to the new knowledge or data. The information and the knowledge you can got here is
fresh from oven so don't possibly be worry if you feel like an outdated people live in narrow community. It is
good thing to have Hybrid: The History and Science of Plant Breeding because this book offers to you
readable information. Do you occasionally have book but you do not get what it's interesting features of. Oh
come on, that won't happen if you have this with your hand. The Enjoyable blend here cannot be
questionable, including treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss it? Find this book and also read
it from today!

Susan Preuss:

This Hybrid: The History and Science of Plant Breeding is completely new way for you who has interest to
look for some information mainly because it relief your hunger info. Getting deeper you on it getting
knowledge more you know otherwise you who still having small amount of digest in reading this Hybrid:
The History and Science of Plant Breeding can be the light food for you because the information inside this
specific book is easy to get simply by anyone. These books develop itself in the form which can be reachable
by anyone, yeah I mean in the e-book type. People who think that in guide form make them feel tired even
dizzy this guide is the answer. So there is no in reading a guide especially this one. You can find actually
looking for. It should be here for a person. So , don't miss the idea! Just read this e-book type for your better
life and knowledge.

Mindy Hicks:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book was rare? Why so
many problem for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some people likes
reading through, not only science book but additionally novel and Hybrid: The History and Science of Plant
Breeding or perhaps others sources were given expertise for you. After you know how the fantastic a book,
you feel need to read more and more. Science reserve was created for teacher or maybe students especially.
Those guides are helping them to put their knowledge. In other case, beside science guide, any other book
likes Hybrid: The History and Science of Plant Breeding to make your spare time far more colorful. Many



types of book like this.
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