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Argues for the necessity of a new ethos for middle-class white anti-racism.

Building on her book Revealing Whiteness, Shannon Sullivan identifies a constellation of attitudes common
among well-meaning white liberals that she sums up as “white middle-class goodness,” an orientation she
critiques for being more concerned with establishing anti-racist bona fides than with confronting systematic
racism and privilege. Sullivan untangles the complex relationships between class and race in contemporary
white identity and outlines four ways this orientation is expressed, each serving to establish one’s lack of
racism: the denigration of lower-class white people as responsible for ongoing white racism, the
demonization of antebellum slaveholders, an emphasis on colorblindness—especially in the context of white
childrearing—and the cultivation of attitudes of white guilt, shame, and betrayal. To move beyond these
distancing strategies, Sullivan argues, white people need a new ethos that acknowledges and transforms their
whiteness in the pursuit of racial justice rather than seeking a self-righteous distance from it.

“Good White People is undoubtedly a major contribution to critical race and feminist theory … Sullivan
directly challenges the feelings of paralysis that many white people feel when we think about our complicity
in racism, showing us ways forward that call for our agency. It is well worth reading.” — Hypatia

“With its highly sophisticated method and edgy straight talk, this provocative little book is required reading
for anyone who aspires to destabilize racist systems of undeserved power and privilege … Essential.” —
CHOICE

“…[Sullivan’s] work is so far-reaching and thought-provoking that it is hard to imagine any reader finishing
Good White People without having reexamined stale emotions and come to new realizations.” — Bookslut

“…Sullivan posits that it is white liberals’ own ‘anti-racism’ that actually perpetuates racism by shutting
down frank or nuanced discussions not only of race, but of white privilege, which created racial problems
and still sustains them … In advising white liberals how to honestly live their whiteness, rather than disown
it or pretend it doesn’t exist, Sullivan expertly deconstructs the familiar defenses … Like W.E.B. DuBois and
James Baldwin before her, Sullivan sees white domination as a spiritual problem that afflicts one group in
particular but that touches us all.” — Ms. Magazine

Shannon Sullivan is Head of the Philosophy Department and Professor of Philosophy, Women’s Studies, and
African American Studies at Penn State University. She is the author and editor of many books, including
Race and Epistemologies of Ignorance (coedited with Nancy Tuana), also published by SUNY Press.
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From reader reviews:

James Fomby:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material when you
require something to explain what your own problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy
particular person? If you don't have spare time to try and do others business, it is give you a sense of feeling
bored faster. And you have free time? What did you do? Everybody has many questions above. They should
answer that question because just their can do that. It said that about guide. Book is familiar in each person.
Yes, it is correct. Because start from on kindergarten until university need this kind of Good White People:
The Problem with Middle-Class White Anti-Racism (SUNY series, Philosophy and Race) to read.

Kristen Zamora:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with close friends is thing
that usually you could have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try factor that really
opposite from that. One particular activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like
on roller coaster you already been ride on and with addition details. Even you love Good White People: The
Problem with Middle-Class White Anti-Racism (SUNY series, Philosophy and Race), you are able to enjoy
both. It is good combination right, you still want to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh can happen its
mind hangout men. What? Still don't get it, oh come on its known as reading friends.

Melvin Dove:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book was rare? Why so
many concern for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people likes
looking at, not only science book but in addition novel and Good White People: The Problem with Middle-
Class White Anti-Racism (SUNY series, Philosophy and Race) or even others sources were given know-how
for you. After you know how the truly great a book, you feel would like to read more and more. Science
publication was created for teacher as well as students especially. Those publications are helping them to
bring their knowledge. In various other case, beside science reserve, any other book likes Good White
People: The Problem with Middle-Class White Anti-Racism (SUNY series, Philosophy and Race) to make
your spare time more colorful. Many types of book like this one.

James Rouse:

Some people said that they feel uninterested when they reading a book. They are directly felt that when they
get a half elements of the book. You can choose typically the book Good White People: The Problem with
Middle-Class White Anti-Racism (SUNY series, Philosophy and Race) to make your reading is interesting.
Your personal skill of reading skill is developing when you just like reading. Try to choose simple book to
make you enjoy to learn it and mingle the idea about book and looking at especially. It is to be 1st opinion
for you to like to open up a book and examine it. Beside that the guide Good White People: The Problem



with Middle-Class White Anti-Racism (SUNY series, Philosophy and Race) can to be your brand new friend
when you're sense alone and confuse in what must you're doing of these time.
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