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James Tanner may be the most famous person in nineteenth-century Americathat no one has heard of.
During his service in the Union army, he lost the lower third of both his legs and afterward had to reinvent
himself. After a brush with fame as the stenographer taking down testimony afew feet away from the dying
President Abraham Lincoln in April 1865, Tanner eventually became one of the best-known men in Gilded
Age America. He was a highly placed Republican operative, a popular Grand Army of the Republic speaker,
an entrepreneur, and a celebrity. He earned fame and at |east temporary fortune as “ Corporal Tanner,” but
most Americans would simply have known him as* The Corporal.” Y et virtually no one—not even
historians of the Civil War and Gilded Age— knows him today.

America’s Corporal rectifiesthis startling gap in our understanding of the decades that followed the Civil
War. Drawing on avariety of primary sources including memoirs, lectures, newspapers, pension files,
veterans' organization records, poetry, and political cartoons, James Marten brings Tanner’slife and
character into focus and shows what it meant to be a veteran— especially a disabled veteran—in an era that
at first worshipped the saviors of the Union but then found ambiguity in their political power and insistence
on collecting ever-larger pensions. This biography serves as an examination of the dynamics of disability, the
culture and politics of the Gilded Age, and the aftereffects of the Civil War, including the philosophical and
psychological changes that it prompted.

The book explores the sometimes corrupt, often gridlocked, but always entertaining politics of the era, from
Tanner’s days as tax collector in Brooklyn through his short-lived appointment as commissioner of pensions
(one of the biggest jobs in the federal government of the 1880s). Marten provides avivid case study of a
classic Gilded Age entrepreneur who could never make enough money. America’s Corporal isareflection
on the creation of celebrity—and of its ultimate failure to preserve the memory of a man who represented so
many of the experiences and assumptions of the Gilded Age.

Published with the generous support of the Amanda and Greg Gregory Family Fund
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From reader reviews:
Russdll Carson:

This America's Corporal: James Tanner in War and Peace (Uncivil Wars) book is not really ordinary book,
you have after that it the world isin your hands. The benefit you have by reading this book is actually
information inside this guide incredible fresh, you will get facts which is getting deeper you actually read a
lot of information you will get. Thiskind of America's Corporal: James Tanner in War and Peace (Uncivil
Wars) without we know teach the one who reading through it become critical in imagining and analyzing.
Don't end up being worry America's Corporal: James Tanner in War and Peace (Uncivil Wars) can bring
whenever you are and not make your case space or bookshelves become full because you can have it with
your lovely laptop even cell phone. This America's Corporal: James Tanner in War and Peace (Uncivil
Wars) having great arrangement in word in addition to layout, so you will not experience uninterested in
reading.

David Otten:

The reserve with title America's Corporal: James Tanner in War and Peace (Uncivil Wars) posesses alot of
information that you can learn it. Y ou can get alot of help after read this book. This particular book exist
new know-how the information that exist in this book represented the condition of the world right now. That
isimportant to yo7u to learn how the improvement of the world. This book will bring you in new era of the
glowbal growth. Y ou can read the e-book in your smart phone, so you can read that anywhere you want.

LeeFuller:

This America's Corporal: James Tanner in War and Peace (Uncivil Wars) is great book for you because the
content that is certainly full of information for you who all aways deal with world and still have to make
decision every minute. That book reveal it info accurately using great coordinate word or we can claim no
rambling sentencesinside. So if you are read the item hurriedly you can have whole datain it. Doesn't mean
it only givesyou straight forward sentences but tricky core information with lovely delivering sentences.
Having America's Corpora: James Tanner in War and Peace (Uncivil Wars) in your hand like obtaining the
world in your arm, detailsin it is not ridiculous a single. We can say that no book that offer you world with
ten or fifteen moment right but this reserve aready do that. So , thisis certainly good reading book. Hey
there Mr. and Mrs. hectic do you still doubt that?

Armando Morris:

Within this erawhich is the greater individual or who has ability in doing something more are more special
than other. Do you want to become among it? It isjust simple solution to have that. What you must do is just
spending your time very little but quite enough to enjoy alook at some books. Among the books in the top
checklist in your reading list will be America's Corporal: James Tanner in War and Peace (Uncivil Wars).
This book which is qualified as The Hungry Hillsides can get you closer in growing to be precious person.
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