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A landmark collection, spanning ninety years of U.S. history, of the never-before-published diaries of
George F. Kennan, America’s most famous diplomat.

On a hot July afternoon in 1953, George F. Kennan descended the steps of the State Department building as
a newly retired man. His career had been tumultuous: early postings in eastern Europe followed by Berlin in
1940–41 and Moscow in the last year of World War II. In 1946, the forty-two-year-old Kennan authored the
“Long Telegram,” a 5,500-word indictment of the Kremlin that became mandatory reading in Washington. A
year later, in an article in Foreign Affairs, he outlined “containment,” America’s guiding strategy in the Cold
War. Yet what should have been the pinnacle of his career—an ambassadorship in Moscow in 1952—was
sabotaged by Kennan himself, deeply frustrated at his failure to ease the Cold War that he had helped launch.

Yet, if it wasn’t the pinnacle, neither was it the capstone; over the next fifty years, Kennan would become the
most respected foreign policy thinker of the twentieth century, giving influential lectures, advising
presidents, and authoring twenty books, winning two Pulitzer prizes and two National Book awards in the
process.

Through it all, Kennan kept a diary. Spanning a staggering eighty-eight years and totaling over 8,000 pages,
his journals brim with keen political and moral insights, philosophical ruminations, poetry, and vivid
descriptions. In these pages, we see Kennan rambling through 1920s Europe as a college student, despairing
for capitalism in the midst of the Depression, agonizing over the dilemmas of sex and marriage, becoming
enchanted and then horrified by Soviet Russia, and developing into America’s foremost Soviet analyst. But it
is the second half of this near-century-long record—the blossoming of Kennan the gifted author, wise
counselor, and biting critic of the Vietnam and Iraq wars—that showcases this remarkable man at the height
of his singular analytic and expressive powers, before giving way, heartbreakingly, to some of his most
human moments, as his energy, memory, and finally his ability to write fade away.

Masterfully selected and annotated by historian Frank Costigliola, the result is a landmark work of profound
intellectual and emotional power. These diaries tell the complete narrative of Kennan’s life in his own
intimate and unflinching words and, through him, the arc of world events in the twentieth century.
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From reader reviews:

Malcolm Lee:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material when you want
something to explain what the one you have problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy
individual? If you don't have spare time to do others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster.
And you have time? What did you do? Everyone has many questions above. They need to answer that
question since just their can do this. It said that about e-book. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is
correct. Because start from on jardín de infancia until university need this The Kennan Diaries to read.

Lena Stubbs:

This The Kennan Diaries book is just not ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands.
The benefit you will get by reading this book is definitely information inside this e-book incredible fresh,
you will get info which is getting deeper you actually read a lot of information you will get. This particular
The Kennan Diaries without we understand teach the one who reading it become critical in imagining and
analyzing. Don't possibly be worry The Kennan Diaries can bring once you are and not make your tote space
or bookshelves' grow to be full because you can have it in your lovely laptop even cell phone. This The
Kennan Diaries having great arrangement in word and layout, so you will not truly feel uninterested in
reading.

John Thornton:

Here thing why this kind of The Kennan Diaries are different and trustworthy to be yours. First of all reading
a book is good nonetheless it depends in the content than it which is the content is as scrumptious as food or
not. The Kennan Diaries giving you information deeper and in different ways, you can find any book out
there but there is no guide that similar with The Kennan Diaries. It gives you thrill examining journey, its
open up your eyes about the thing that happened in the world which is probably can be happened around
you. You can easily bring everywhere like in area, café, or even in your approach home by train. If you are
having difficulties in bringing the printed book maybe the form of The Kennan Diaries in e-book can be your
substitute.

Debra Palacios:

The book untitled The Kennan Diaries is the publication that recommended to you to study. You can see the
quality of the book content that will be shown to anyone. The language that article author use to explained
their ideas are easily to understand. The writer was did a lot of study when write the book, hence the
information that they share to you personally is absolutely accurate. You also could get the e-book of The
Kennan Diaries from the publisher to make you considerably more enjoy free time.
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