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In this elegant book of photographs, personal narrative, memories, and fascinating historical detail,
bestselling author Jill Nelson conveys the special magic of Martha’s Vineyard and the African Americans
who have summered or lived there for generations.

Jill Nelson has been a summer and occasional year-round resident of Oak Bluffs on Martha’s Vineyard for
nearly fifty years. It was where she learned to swim and ride a bike, first kissed a boy, became a writer, and,
during twenty-eight summers, raised her own daughter. In Finding Martha’s Vineyard, Nelson offers a
lively, intimate portrait of a place that has provided respite and rejuvenation, community and contemplation
for generations of African Americans.

Part memoir, part history, Finding Martha’s Vineyard describes the various groups that settled on the
Vineyard and in Oak Bluffs; slaves and their descendants; devout Methodists and Baptists; African
Americans “in service” who accompanied their white employers to the island and over the years established
a haven and a community; the black middle-class families who came each summer to escape the heat,
hostility, and racial tension of their hometowns; and generations of African American
professionals—doctors, presidential advisors, writers, academics and artists—who visit or live on the
Vineyard today. Nelson interviews the Cottagers, the proud owners of Oak Bluffs’ famous Gingerbread
cottages; members of the Polar Bear Club, a die-hard group that swims together every summer morning at
7:30 A.M.; and such famous residents as Vernon Jordan, Bebe Moore Campbell, and Stephen Carter.

Finding Martha’s Vineyard is about the power of place in our lives. A rich treasury of reminiscences,
excerpts from news articles and documents from the Martha’s Vineyard Historical Society, recipes, and
glorious photographs, it brings the sights, sounds, celebrations, and social importance of the island
community brilliantly to life.
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From reader reviews:

Matt Cresswell:

What do you regarding book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material when you really
need something to explain what the ones you have problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy
man? If you don't have spare time to accomplish others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you
have free time? What did you do? Everybody has many questions above. They need to answer that question
due to the fact just their can do that will. It said that about publication. Book is familiar in each person. Yes,
it is proper. Because start from on jardín de infancia until university need this specific Finding Martha's
Vineyard: African Americans at Home on an Island to read.

Henry Perry:

The knowledge that you get from Finding Martha's Vineyard: African Americans at Home on an Island is a
more deep you excavating the information that hide inside words the more you get enthusiastic about reading
it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to be aware of but Finding Martha's Vineyard: African Americans at
Home on an Island giving you enjoyment feeling of reading. The writer conveys their point in certain way
that can be understood by means of anyone who read it because the author of this reserve is well-known
enough. This book also makes your personal vocabulary increase well. Therefore it is easy to understand
then can go to you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We advise you for having this Finding
Martha's Vineyard: African Americans at Home on an Island instantly.

Roger Thomas:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information presently can get by anyone in
everywhere. The information can be a know-how or any news even a problem. What people must be
consider when those information which is in the former life are difficult to be find than now could be taking
seriously which one is suitable to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you find the
unstable resource then you understand it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you.
All of those possibilities will not happen with you if you take Finding Martha's Vineyard: African Americans
at Home on an Island as your daily resource information.

Curtis Waters:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like
reading book thus. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a publication will give you a
lot of new facts. When you read a reserve you will get new information since book is one of several ways to
share the information or their idea. Second, reading through a book will make a person more imaginative.
When you reading a book especially fictional works book the author will bring you to imagine the story how
the characters do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to other people. When you read this
Finding Martha's Vineyard: African Americans at Home on an Island, it is possible to tells your family,



friends in addition to soon about yours e-book. Your knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make them
reading a publication.
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