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A narrative history of the John Birch Society by a daughter of one of the infamous ultraconservative
organization’s founding fathers.

Named a best nonfiction book of 2013 by Kirkus Reviews and the Tampa Bay Times
 
Long before the rise of the Tea Party movement and the prominence of today’s religious Right, the John
Birch Society, first established in 1958, championed many of the same radical causes touted by
ultraconservatives today, including campaigns against abortion rights, gay rights, gun control, labor unions,
environmental protections, immigrant rights, social and welfare programs, the United Nations, and even
water fluoridation.

Worshipping its anti-Communist hero Joe McCarthy, the Birch Society is perhaps most notorious for its red-
baiting and for accusing top politicians, including President Dwight Eisenhower, of being Communist
sympathizers. It also labeled John F. Kennedy a traitor and actively worked to unseat him. The Birch Society
boasted a number of notable members, including Fred Koch, father of Charles and David Koch, who are
using their father’s billions to bankroll fundamentalist and right-wing movements today.

The daughter of one of the society’s first members and a national spokesman about the society, Claire
Conner grew up surrounded by dedicated Birchers and was expected to abide by and espouse Birch ideals.
When her parents forced her to join the society at age thirteen, she became its youngest member of the
society. From an even younger age though, Conner was pressed into service for the cause her father and
mother gave their lives to: the nurturing and growth of the JBS. She was expected to bring home her
textbooks for close examination (her mother found traces of Communist influence even in the Catholic
school curriculum), to write letters against “socialized medicine” after school, to attend her father’s fiery
speeches against the United Nations, or babysit her siblings while her parents held meetings in the living
room to recruit members to fight the war on Christmas or (potentially poisonous) water fluoridation. Conner
was “on deck” to lend a hand when JBS notables visited, including founder Robert Welch, notorious
Holocaust denier Revilo Oliver, and white supremacist Thomas Stockheimer. Even when she was old
enough to quit in disgust over the actions of those men, Conner found herself sucked into campaigns against
abortion rights and for ultraconservative presidential candidates like John Schmitz. It took momentous
changes in her own life for Conner to finally free herself of the legacy of the John Birch Society in which she
was raised.

In Wrapped in the Flag, Claire Conner offers an intimate account of the society —based on JBS records and
documents, on her parents’ files and personal writing, on historical archives and contemporary accounts, and
on firsthand knowledge—giving us an inside look at one of the most radical right-wing movements in US
history and its lasting effects on our political discourse today.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Alfred Cox:

Here thing why this specific Wrapped in the Flag: A Personal History of America's Radical Right are
different and dependable to be yours. First of all reading through a book is good however it depends in the
content of computer which is the content is as yummy as food or not. Wrapped in the Flag: A Personal
History of America's Radical Right giving you information deeper and different ways, you can find any
publication out there but there is no publication that similar with Wrapped in the Flag: A Personal History of
America's Radical Right. It gives you thrill studying journey, its open up your personal eyes about the thing
that will happened in the world which is might be can be happened around you. You can bring everywhere
like in area, café, or even in your approach home by train. When you are having difficulties in bringing the
printed book maybe the form of Wrapped in the Flag: A Personal History of America's Radical Right in e-
book can be your substitute.

Sharon Works:

Do you among people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold on guys this
aren't like that. This Wrapped in the Flag: A Personal History of America's Radical Right book is readable
through you who hate the perfect word style. You will find the information here are arrange for enjoyable
looking at experience without leaving perhaps decrease the knowledge that want to give to you. The writer of
Wrapped in the Flag: A Personal History of America's Radical Right content conveys prospect easily to
understand by a lot of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the written content but it just
different by means of it. So , do you continue to thinking Wrapped in the Flag: A Personal History of
America's Radical Right is not loveable to be your top listing reading book?

David Gaiter:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also turn into a life style. This reading
routine give you lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge the particular
information inside the book that improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what
kind of book you read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want truly
feel happy read one along with theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. Typically the Wrapped in the
Flag: A Personal History of America's Radical Right is kind of book which is giving the reader erratic
experience.

Barbara Kyle:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them friends
and family or their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching
TV, or maybe playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity this is look different
you can read a book. It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent the entire day



to reading a publication. The book Wrapped in the Flag: A Personal History of America's Radical Right it is
very good to read. There are a lot of individuals who recommended this book. These were enjoying reading
this book. When you did not have enough space bringing this book you can buy the actual e-book. You can
m0ore easily to read this book from your smart phone. The price is not to fund but this book features high
quality.
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