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In Moby-Dick, Ishmael declares, "Be it known that, waiving all argument, I take the good old fashioned
ground that a whale is a fish, and call upon holy Jonah to back me." Few readers today know just how much
argument Ishmael is waiving aside. In fact, Melville's antihero here takes sides in one of the great
controversies of the early nineteenth century--one that ultimately had to be resolved in the courts of New
York City. In Trying Leviathan, D. Graham Burnett recovers the strange story of Maurice v. Judd, an 1818
trial that pitted the new sciences of taxonomy against the then-popular--and biblically sanctioned--view that
the whale was a fish. The immediate dispute was mundane: whether whale oil was fish oil and therefore
subject to state inspection. But the trial fueled a sensational public debate in which nothing less than the
order of nature--and how we know it--was at stake. Burnett vividly recreates the trial, during which a parade
of experts--pea-coated whalemen, pompous philosophers, Jacobin lawyers--took the witness stand,
brandishing books, drawings, and anatomical reports, and telling tall tales from whaling voyages. Falling in
the middle of the century between Linnaeus and Darwin, the trial dramatized a revolutionary period that saw
radical transformations in the understanding of the natural world. Out went comfortable biblical categories,
and in came new sorting methods based on the minutiae of interior anatomy--and louche details about the
sexual behaviors of God's creatures.

When leviathan breached in New York in 1818, this strange beast churned both the natural and social orders-
-and not everyone would survive.
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From reader reviews:

Amelia Gallup:

This Trying Leviathan: The Nineteenth-Century New York Court Case That Put the Whale on Trial and
Challenged the Order of Nature book is just not ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands.
The benefit you get by reading this book is definitely information inside this e-book incredible fresh, you
will get info which is getting deeper you actually read a lot of information you will get. This Trying
Leviathan: The Nineteenth-Century New York Court Case That Put the Whale on Trial and Challenged the
Order of Nature without we realize teach the one who examining it become critical in pondering and
analyzing. Don't be worry Trying Leviathan: The Nineteenth-Century New York Court Case That Put the
Whale on Trial and Challenged the Order of Nature can bring whenever you are and not make your handbag
space or bookshelves' turn into full because you can have it inside your lovely laptop even cellphone. This
Trying Leviathan: The Nineteenth-Century New York Court Case That Put the Whale on Trial and
Challenged the Order of Nature having excellent arrangement in word along with layout, so you will not
experience uninterested in reading.

James Hall:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also become a life style. This reading
practice give you lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge the particular
information inside the book this improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on
what kind of book you read, if you want attract knowledge just go with education and learning books but if
you want feel happy read one along with theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. The Trying
Leviathan: The Nineteenth-Century New York Court Case That Put the Whale on Trial and Challenged the
Order of Nature is kind of e-book which is giving the reader unforeseen experience.

Lavada Rowlett:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you will get it in e-
book technique, more simple and reachable. This Trying Leviathan: The Nineteenth-Century New York
Court Case That Put the Whale on Trial and Challenged the Order of Nature can give you a lot of buddies
because by you checking out this one book you have point that they don't and make you more like an
interesting person. This kind of book can be one of a step for you to get success. This book offer you
information that might be your friend doesn't recognize, by knowing more than other make you to be great
persons. So , why hesitate? Let's have Trying Leviathan: The Nineteenth-Century New York Court Case
That Put the Whale on Trial and Challenged the Order of Nature.

Jose Chapman:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our understanding for everything. By a guide we can know
everything we really wish for. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year



seemed to be exactly added. This publication Trying Leviathan: The Nineteenth-Century New York Court
Case That Put the Whale on Trial and Challenged the Order of Nature was filled in relation to science. Spend
your time to add your knowledge about your technology competence. Some people has distinct feel when
they reading a book. If you know how big advantage of a book, you can sense enjoy to read a e-book. In the
modern era like now, many ways to get book which you wanted.
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