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Based on an award-winning thesis, this volume is a pioneering study of musical theatre and popular culture
and its relation to the production of identity in Lebanon in the second half of the twentieth century.

In the aftermath of the departure of the French from Lebanon and the civil violence of 1958, the Rahbani
brothers (Asi and Mansour) staged a series of folkloric musical theatrical extravaganzas at the annual
Ba‘labakk festival which highlighted the talents of Asi’s wife, the Lebanese diva Fairouz, arguably the most
famous living Arab singer. The inclusion of these folkloric vignettes into the festival’s otherwise European
dominated cultural agenda created a powerful nation-building combination of what Partha Chatterjee calls
the ‘appropriation of the popular’ and the ‘classicization of tradition.’

The Rahbani project coincides with the confluence of increasing internal and external migration in Lebanon,
as well as with the rapid development of mass media technology, of which the Ba'labakk festival can be seen
as an extension. Employing theories of nationalism, modernity, globalism and locality, this book shows that
these factors combined to give the project a potent identity-forming power.

Popular Culture and Nationalism in Lebanon is the first study of Fairouz and the Rahbani family in English
and will appeal to students and researchers in the field of Middle East studies, Popular culture and musical
theatre.
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From reader reviews:

Rosa Crowe:

The book Popular Culture and Nationalism in Lebanon: The Fairouz and Rahbani Nation (Routledge Studies
in Middle Eastern Literatures) can give more knowledge and information about everything you want. Why
then must we leave the best thing like a book Popular Culture and Nationalism in Lebanon: The Fairouz and
Rahbani Nation (Routledge Studies in Middle Eastern Literatures)? Several of you have a different opinion
about e-book. But one aim which book can give many info for us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try to
closer with your book. Knowledge or facts that you take for that, it is possible to give for each other; it is
possible to share all of these. Book Popular Culture and Nationalism in Lebanon: The Fairouz and Rahbani
Nation (Routledge Studies in Middle Eastern Literatures) has simple shape but you know: it has great and
big function for you. You can look the enormous world by wide open and read a e-book. So it is very
wonderful.

Kathleen Carroll:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book specifically
book entitled Popular Culture and Nationalism in Lebanon: The Fairouz and Rahbani Nation (Routledge
Studies in Middle Eastern Literatures) your thoughts will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in
each and every aspect that maybe mysterious for but surely will end up your mind friends. Imaging just
about every word written in a book then become one contact form conclusion and explanation in which
maybe you never get previous to. The Popular Culture and Nationalism in Lebanon: The Fairouz and
Rahbani Nation (Routledge Studies in Middle Eastern Literatures) giving you another experience more than
blown away your mind but also giving you useful info for your better life with this era. So now let us explain
to you the relaxing pattern this is your body and mind will be pleased when you are finished studying it, like
winning a casino game. Do you want to try this extraordinary wasting spare time activity?

Jose Enriquez:

Reading a book for being new life style in this season; every people loves to learn a book. When you
examine a book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge,
because book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what types of
book that you have read. If you wish to get information about your analysis, you can read education books,
but if you act like you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, such us novel, comics, along with
soon. The Popular Culture and Nationalism in Lebanon: The Fairouz and Rahbani Nation (Routledge Studies
in Middle Eastern Literatures) provide you with new experience in examining a book.

Richard Lawrence:

Book is one of source of knowledge. We can add our information from it. Not only for students but native or
citizen require book to know the update information of year to year. As we know those publications have



many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the world. By the book
Popular Culture and Nationalism in Lebanon: The Fairouz and Rahbani Nation (Routledge Studies in Middle
Eastern Literatures) we can have more advantage. Don't you to be creative people? To be creative person
must love to read a book. Simply choose the best book that acceptable with your aim. Don't end up being
doubt to change your life with that book Popular Culture and Nationalism in Lebanon: The Fairouz and
Rahbani Nation (Routledge Studies in Middle Eastern Literatures). You can more appealing than now.
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