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In 1951 Gaines Post was a gangly, bespectacled, introspective teenager preparing to spend a year in Paris
with his professorial father and older brother; his mother, who suffered from extreme depression, had been
absent from the family for some time. Ten years later, now less gangly but no less introspective, he was
finishing a two-year stint in the army in West Germany and heading toward Oxford on a Rhodes scholarship,
having narrowly escaped combat in the Berlin crisis of 1961. His quietly intense coming-of-age story is both
self-revealing and reflective of an entire generation of young men who came to adulthood before the Cuban
Missile Crisis and the Vietnam War.

Post's experiences in high school in Madison, Wisconsin, and Paris, his Camus-influenced undergraduate
years at Cornell University, and his army service in Germany are set very effectively against the events of
the Cold War. McCarthyism and American crackdowns on dissidents, American foreign and military policy
in Western Europe in the nuclear age, French and German life and culture, crises in Paris and Berlin that
nearly bring the West to war and the Post family to dissolution—these are the larger scenes and subjects of
his self-disclosure as a contemplative, conflicted "Cold War agnostic."

His intelligent, talented mother and her fragile health hover over Post's narrative, informing his hesitant
relationships with women and his acutely questioning sense of self-worth. His story is strongly academic and
historical as well as political and military; his perceptions and judgments lean toward no ideological extreme
but remain true to the heroic ideals of his boyhood during the Second World War.
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From reader reviews:

Shari Yung:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive today, people have
do something to make these survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and notice by simply
surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated this for a while is reading. Yep, by
reading a publication your ability to survive boost then having chance to remain than other is high. For you
personally who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this Memoirs Of A Cold War Son
(Singular Lives) book as beginning and daily reading guide. Why, because this book is usually more than
just a book.

James Benavidez:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also get a life style. This reading
habit give you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge the particular information
inside the book that improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of
publication you read, if you want attract knowledge just go with education books but if you want experience
happy read one together with theme for entertaining like comic or novel. Typically the Memoirs Of A Cold
War Son (Singular Lives) is kind of e-book which is giving the reader unpredictable experience.

Daniel Evans:

This Memoirs Of A Cold War Son (Singular Lives) are reliable for you who want to become a successful
person, why. The key reason why of this Memoirs Of A Cold War Son (Singular Lives) can be on the list of
great books you must have is definitely giving you more than just simple examining food but feed an
individual with information that probably will shock your preceding knowledge. This book is usually handy,
you can bring it everywhere and whenever your conditions at e-book and printed people. Beside that this
Memoirs Of A Cold War Son (Singular Lives) giving you an enormous of experience for instance rich
vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical thinking that we all know it useful in your day exercise. So , let's
have it and luxuriate in reading.

Dixie Jones:

Is it you who having spare time after that spend it whole day by watching television programs or just telling
lies on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Memoirs Of A Cold War Son (Singular Lives) can
be the answer, oh how comes? A book you know. You are and so out of date, spending your time by reading
in this brand-new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these guides have than the others?
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