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Black Americans in the Jim Crow South could not escape the grim reality of racial segregation, whether
enforced by law or by custom. In Freedom's Main Line: The Journey of Reconciliation and the Freedom
Rides, author Derek Charles Catsam shows that courtrooms, classrooms, and cemeteries were not the only
front lines in African Americans' prolonged struggle for basic civil rights. Buses, trains, and other modes of
public transportation provided the perfect means for civil rights activists to protest the second-class
citizenship of African Americans, bringing the reality of the violence of segregation into the consciousness
of America and the world. In 1947, nearly a decade before the Supreme Court voided school segregation in
Brown v. Board of Education, sixteen black and white activists embarked on a four-state bus tour, called the
Journey of Reconciliation, to challenge discrimination in busing and other forms of public transportation.
Although the Journey drew little national attention, it set the stage for the more timely and influential 1961
Freedom Rides. After the Supreme Court's 1960 ruling in Boynton v. Virginia that segregated public
transportation violated the Interstate Commerce Act, the Congress of Racial Equality (CORE) and other civil
rights groups organized the Freedom Rides to test the enforcement of the ruling in buses and bus terminals
across the South. Their goal was simple: "to make bus desegregation," as a CORE press release put it, "a
reality instead of merely an approved legal doctrine." Freedom's Main Line argues that the Freedom Rides, a
turning point in the Civil Rights Movement, were a logical, natural evolution of such earlier efforts as the
Journey of Reconciliation, their organizers following models provided by previous challenges to segregation
and relying on the principles of nonviolence so common in the larger movement. The impact of the Freedom
Rides, however, was unprecedented, fixing the issue of civil rights in the national consciousness. Later
activists were often dubbed Freedom Riders even if they never set foot on a bus. With challenges to
segregated transportation as his point of departure, Catsam chronicles black Americans' long journey toward
increased civil rights. Freedom's Main Line tells the story of bold incursions into the heart of institutional
discrimination, journeys undertaken by heroic individuals who forced racial injustice into the national and
international spotlight and helped pave the way for the landmark Civil Rights Act of 1964.
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From reader reviews:

Shawn McDonald:

The book Freedom's Main Line: The Journey of Reconciliation and the Freedom Rides (Civil Rights and
Struggle) can give more knowledge and information about everything you want. Why then must we leave the
best thing like a book Freedom's Main Line: The Journey of Reconciliation and the Freedom Rides (Civil
Rights and Struggle)? A few of you have a different opinion about book. But one aim that will book can give
many information for us. It is absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer along with your book. Knowledge
or details that you take for that, it is possible to give for each other; you are able to share all of these. Book
Freedom's Main Line: The Journey of Reconciliation and the Freedom Rides (Civil Rights and Struggle) has
simple shape however, you know: it has great and massive function for you. You can appear the enormous
world by wide open and read a publication. So it is very wonderful.

Kenneth Quisenberry:

This book untitled Freedom's Main Line: The Journey of Reconciliation and the Freedom Rides (Civil Rights
and Struggle) to be one of several books that best seller in this year, here is because when you read this
reserve you can get a lot of benefit onto it. You will easily to buy this kind of book in the book shop or you
can order it by means of online. The publisher of this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quicker to read
this book, since you can read this book in your Touch screen phone. So there is no reason to you personally
to past this book from your list.

Rose Davies:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a publication will give you a lot of new
information. When you read a e-book you will get new information since book is one of many ways to share
the information or even their idea. Second, examining a book will make anyone more imaginative. When you
examining a book especially hype book the author will bring one to imagine the story how the people do it
anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to some others. When you read this Freedom's Main
Line: The Journey of Reconciliation and the Freedom Rides (Civil Rights and Struggle), you can tells your
family, friends as well as soon about yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire others, make them reading a
reserve.

David Scott:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book ended up being
rare? Why so many problem for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some people
likes studying, not only science book and also novel and Freedom's Main Line: The Journey of
Reconciliation and the Freedom Rides (Civil Rights and Struggle) as well as others sources were given
knowledge for you. After you know how the fantastic a book, you feel desire to read more and more. Science



reserve was created for teacher as well as students especially. Those textbooks are helping them to increase
their knowledge. In some other case, beside science guide, any other book likes Freedom's Main Line: The
Journey of Reconciliation and the Freedom Rides (Civil Rights and Struggle) to make your spare time
considerably more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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