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Who decided not to split infinitives? With whom should we take issue if in fact, we wish to boldly write
what no grammarian hath writ before? In Founding Grammars, Rosemarie Ostler delves into the roots of our
grammar obsession to answer these questions and many more. Standard grammar and accurate spelling are
widely considered hallmarks of a good education, but their exact definitions are much more contentious -
capable of inciting a full-blown grammar war at the splice of a comma, battles readily visible in the media
and online in the comments of blogs and chat rooms. With an accessible and enthusiastic journalistic
approach, Ostler considers these grammatical shibboleths, tracing current debates back to America's earliest
days, an era when most families owned only two books - the Bible and a grammar primer. Along the way,
she investigates colorful historical characters on both sides of the grammar debate in her efforts to unmask
the origins of contemporary speech. Linguistic founding fathers like Noah Webster, Tory expatriate Lindley
Murray, and post-Civil War literary critic Richard Grant White, all play a featured role in creating the rules
we've come to use, and occasionally discard, throughout the years. Founding Grammars is for curious
readers who want to know where grammar rules have come from, where they've been, and where they might
go next.
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From reader reviews:

Jenny Dill:

Typically the book Founding Grammars: How Early America's War Over Words Shaped Today's Language
has a lot details on it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of benefit. The book was published
by the very famous author. Tom makes some research prior to write this book. This particular book very easy
to read you may get the point easily after reading this book.

Michael Milliner:

Does one one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Aim to pick
one book that you find out the inside because don't ascertain book by its deal with may doesn't work is
difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the outside search likes.
Maybe you answer can be Founding Grammars: How Early America's War Over Words Shaped Today's
Language why because the fantastic cover that make you consider regarding the content will not disappoint
you. The inside or content is fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly
assist you to pick up this book.

Nathan Barnes:

Beside that Founding Grammars: How Early America's War Over Words Shaped Today's Language in your
phone, it may give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or details. The information and the
knowledge you might got here is fresh from your oven so don't always be worry if you feel like an aged
people live in narrow town. It is good thing to have Founding Grammars: How Early America's War Over
Words Shaped Today's Language because this book offers to your account readable information. Do you at
times have book but you would not get what it's interesting features of. Oh come on, that would not happen if
you have this inside your hand. The Enjoyable set up here cannot be questionable, such as treasuring
beautiful island. So do you still want to miss it? Find this book along with read it from right now!

Gale Gibbs:

As a student exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library as well as to
make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's soul or real their
hobby. They just do what the educator want, like asked to the library. They go to there but nothing reading
really. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring along with can't see colorful pictures on there.
Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important in your case. As we know that on this age, many
ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore , this
Founding Grammars: How Early America's War Over Words Shaped Today's Language can make you truly
feel more interested to read.
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