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From the renowned and best-selling author of A History of God, a sweeping exploration of religion and the
history of human violence.

For the first time, religious self-identification is on the decline in American. Some analysts have cited as
cause a post-9/11perception: that faith in general is a source of aggression, intolerance, and
divisiveness—something bad for society. But how accurate is that view? With deep learning and sympathetic
understanding, Karen Armstrong sets out to discover the truth about religion and violence in each of the
world’s great traditions, taking us on an astonishing journey from prehistoric times to the present.

While many historians have looked at violence in connection with particular religious manifestations (jihad
in Islam or Christianity’s Crusades), Armstrong looks at each faith—not only Christianity and Islam, but also
Buddhism, Hinduism, Confucianism, Daoism, and Judaism—in its totality over time. As she describes, each
arose in an agrarian society with plenty powerful landowners brutalizing peasants while also warring among
themselves over land, then the only real source of wealth. In this world, religion was not the discrete and
personal matter it would become for us but rather something that permeated all aspects of society. And so it
was that agrarian aggression, and the warrior ethos it begot, became bound up with observances of the
sacred.

In each tradition, however, a counterbalance to the warrior code also developed. Around sages, prophets, and
mystics there grew up communities protesting the injustice and bloodshed endemic to agrarian society, the
violence to which religion had become heir. And so by the time the great confessional faiths came of age, all
understood themselves as ultimately devoted to peace, equality, and reconciliation, whatever the acts of
violence perpetrated in their name.

Industrialization and modernity have ushered in an epoch of spectacular and unexampled violence, although,
as Armstrong explains, relatively little of it can be ascribed directly to religion. Nevertheless, she shows us
how and in what measure religions, in their relative maturity, came to absorb modern belligerence—and
what hope there might be for peace among believers of different creeds in our time.

At a moment of rising geopolitical chaos, the imperative of mutual understanding between nations and faith
communities has never been more urgent, the dangers of action based on misunderstanding never greater.
Informed by Armstrong’s sweeping erudition and personal commitment to the promotion of compassion,
Fields of Blood makes vividly clear that religion is not the problem.
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From reader reviews:

John Solorio:

Book is written, printed, or created for everything. You can understand everything you want by a book. Book
has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important point to bring us around the world. Adjacent
to that you can your reading ability was fluently. A e-book Fields of Blood: Religion and the History of
Violence will make you to always be smarter. You can feel far more confidence if you can know about every
little thing. But some of you think this open or reading the book make you bored. It's not make you fun. Why
they are often thought like that? Have you looking for best book or acceptable book with you?

John Buckner:

Do you one of people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold on guys this
aren't like that. This Fields of Blood: Religion and the History of Violence book is readable by simply you
who hate those perfect word style. You will find the details here are arrange for enjoyable looking at
experience without leaving possibly decrease the knowledge that want to give to you. The writer associated
with Fields of Blood: Religion and the History of Violence content conveys the idea easily to understand by
most people. The printed and e-book are not different in the written content but it just different such as it. So
, do you continue to thinking Fields of Blood: Religion and the History of Violence is not loveable to be your
top listing reading book?

Adam Gutierrez:

It is possible to spend your free time to learn this book this guide. This Fields of Blood: Religion and the
History of Violence is simple bringing you can read it in the park your car, in the beach, train and soon. If
you did not have much space to bring the particular printed book, you can buy the e-book. It is make you
simpler to read it. You can save the particular book in your smart phone. Thus there are a lot of benefits that
you will get when you buy this book.

Shane Dagostino:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our understanding for everything. By a publication we can know
everything you want. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every year has
been exactly added. This book Fields of Blood: Religion and the History of Violence was filled about
science. Spend your spare time to add your knowledge about your research competence. Some people has
several feel when they reading the book. If you know how big benefit of a book, you can sense enjoy to read
a reserve. In the modern era like now, many ways to get book that you wanted.
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