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During the first half of the twentieth century, epidemics of polio caused fear and panic, killing some who
contracted the disease, leaving others with varying degrees of paralysis. The defeat of polio became a symbol
of modern technology's ability to reduce human suffering. But while the story of polio may have seemed to
end on April 12, 1956, when the Salk vaccine was declared a success, millions of people worldwide are polio
survivors.

In this dazzling memoir, Anne Finger interweaves her personal experience with polio with a social and
cultural history of the disease. Anne contracted polio as a very young child, just a few months before the
Salk vaccine became widely available. After six months of hospitalization, she returned to her family's home
in upstate New York, using braces and crutches. In her memoir, she writes about the physical expansiveness
of her childhood, about medical attempts to "fix" her body, about family violence, job discrimination, and a
life rich with political activism, writing, and motherhood.

She also writes an autobiography of the disease, describing how it came to widespread public attention
during a 1916 epidemic in New York in which immigrants, especially Italian immigrants, were scapegoated
as being the vectors of the disease. She relates the key roles that Franklin Roosevelt played in constructing
polio as a disease that could be overcome with hard work, as well as his ties to the nascent March of Dimes,
the prototype of the modern charity. Along the way, we meet the formidable Sister Kenny, the Australian
nurse who claimed to have found a revolutionary treatment for polio and who was one of the most admired
women in America at mid-century; a group of polio survivors who formed the League of the Physically
Handicapped to agitate for an end to disability discrimination in Depression-era relief projects; and the
founders of the early disability-rights movement, many of them polio survivors who, having been raised to
overcome obstacles and triumph over their disabilities, confronted a world filled with barriers and
impediments that no amount of hard work could overcome.

Anne Finger writes with the candor and the skill of a novelist, and shows not only how polio shaped her life,
but how it shaped American cultural experience as well.
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From reader reviews:

Christopher Patton:

Do you among people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold on guys that
aren't like that. This Elegy for a Disease: A Personal and Cultural History of Polio book is readable by you
who hate those perfect word style. You will find the information here are arrange for enjoyable examining
experience without leaving possibly decrease the knowledge that want to give to you. The writer associated
with Elegy for a Disease: A Personal and Cultural History of Polio content conveys the thought easily to
understand by many people. The printed and e-book are not different in the content material but it just
different by means of it. So , do you continue to thinking Elegy for a Disease: A Personal and Cultural
History of Polio is not loveable to be your top list reading book?

Millicent Doty:

Precisely why? Because this Elegy for a Disease: A Personal and Cultural History of Polio is an unordinary
book that the inside of the guide waiting for you to snap this but latter it will surprise you with the secret the
item inside. Reading this book close to it was fantastic author who else write the book in such remarkable
way makes the content within easier to understand, entertaining means but still convey the meaning fully. So
, it is good for you because of not hesitating having this nowadays or you going to regret it. This excellent
book will give you a lot of benefits than the other book get such as help improving your ability and your
critical thinking method. So , still want to hesitate having that book? If I had been you I will go to the
publication store hurriedly.

Allison Phelps:

A lot of book has printed but it is unique. You can get it by world wide web on social media. You can choose
the most beneficial book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever through searching from it. It is known
as of book Elegy for a Disease: A Personal and Cultural History of Polio. Contain your knowledge by it.
Without causing the printed book, it might add your knowledge and make an individual happier to read. It is
most crucial that, you must aware about guide. It can bring you from one destination to other place.

Effie Phillips:

A number of people said that they feel bored when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt this when
they get a half regions of the book. You can choose the book Elegy for a Disease: A Personal and Cultural
History of Polio to make your personal reading is interesting. Your own skill of reading ability is developing
when you like reading. Try to choose simple book to make you enjoy to read it and mingle the idea about
book and studying especially. It is to be very first opinion for you to like to open up a book and learn it.
Beside that the e-book Elegy for a Disease: A Personal and Cultural History of Polio can to be your brand-
new friend when you're sense alone and confuse with the information must you're doing of these time.
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