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Assuming no prior knowledge, Understanding Syntax illustrates the major concepts, categories and
terminology associated with the study of cross-linguistic syntax. A theory-neutral and descriptive viewpoint
is taken throughout. Starting with an overview of what syntax is, the book moves on to an explanation of
word classes (such as noun, verb, adjective) and then to a discussion of sentence structure in the world's
languages. Grammatical constructions and relationships between words in a clause are explained and
thoroughly illustrated, including grammatical relations such as subject and object; function-changing
processes such as the passive and antipassive; case and agreement processes, including both ergative and
accusative alignments; verb serialization; head-marking and dependent-marking grammars; configurational
and non-configurational languages; questions and relative clauses. The final chapter explains and illustrates
the principlesinvolved in writing a brief syntactic sketch of alanguage, enabling the reader to construct a
grammatical sketch of alanguage known to them. Data from approximately 100 languages appears in the
text, with languages representing widely differing geographical areas and distinct language families. The
book will be essential for coursesin cross-linguistic syntax, language typology, and linguistic fieldwork, as
well asfor basic syntactic description.
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From reader reviews:
Frances Oberlin:

The book Understanding Syntax (Understanding Language) can give more knowledge and information about
everything you want. So why must we leave the best thing like a book Understanding Syntax (Understanding
Language)? A few of you have a different opinion about guide. But one aim which book can give many facts
for us. It isabsolutely suitable. Right now, try to closer using your book. Knowledge or info that you take for
that, it is possible to give for each other; you may share all of these. Book Understanding Syntax
(Understanding Language) has simple shape however you know: it has great and massive function for you.

Y ou can appearance the enormous world by open and read areserve. So it is very wonderful.

Vincent Erickson:

This book untitled Understanding Syntax (Understanding L anguage) to be one of several books that will best
seller in thisyear, here is because when you read this book you can get alot of benefit on it. Y ou will easily
to buy this specific book in the book retail store or you can order it viaonline. The publisher of this book
sells the e-book too. It makes you easier to read this book, because you can read this book in your
Smartphone. So there is no reason to your account to past this book from your list.

Tammy Robinson:

The guide with title Understanding Syntax (Understanding Language) includes alot of information that you
can find out it. Y ou can get alot of advantage after read this book. This particular book exist new know-how
the information that exist in this e-book represented the condition of the world today. That isimportant to
yo7u to find out how the improvement of the world. This specific book will bring you with new era of the
globalization. Y ou can read the e-book with your smart phone, so you can read this anywhere you want.

Judith Bradshaw:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you might have it
in e-book technique, more simple and reachable. This particular Understanding Syntax (Understanding
Language) can give you alot of buddies because by you checking out this one book you have point that they
don't and make you actually more like an interesting person. That book can be one of one step for you to get
success. Thisreserve offer you information that might be your friend doesn't learn, by knowing more than
various other make you to be great men and women. So , why hesitate? We need to have Understanding
Syntax (Understanding Language).
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