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Nicolaus Copernicus (1473-1543) was a mathematician and astronomer who formulated a comprehensive
heliocentric model which placed the Sun, rather than the Earth, at the center of the universe, contrary to the
prevailing thought at his time which placed the Earth at the center.

The publication of Copernicus' book, De revolutionibus orbium coelestium (On the Revolutions of the
Celestial Spheres), just before his death in 1543, is considered a major event in the history of science.

This eBook briefly tells the life of Copernicus and explains his key theories: that the rotation of the Earth
causes the apparent daily motion of the objects in the sky, not that the universe rotates around the Earth; that
the motion of the planets is better explained with the Sun at the center and the Earth and planets rotating
around the sun, rather than the Sun, planets, and stars rotating around the earth; that the sometimes-
retrograde motion of Mars is an illusion due to the Earth rotating around the Sun faster than Mars does, not
that Mars actually reverses its travel.

Although Copernicus correctly deduced that the planets rotate around the Sun, he retained the idea that the
orbits were circles. This concept was later overturned by Kepler, who computed that the orbits were elliptical
based on accurate measurements of the planets' positions in the sky that were made by Tycho Brahe. (See the
volumes about Kepler and Brahe in this eBook series on Great Astronomers.)

This is one chapter from Great Astronomers by Sir Richard S. Ball (2nd edition, 1907).
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From reader reviews:

Shirley Glover:

What do you think of book? It is just for students since they are still students or this for all people in the
world, exactly what the best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that question above. Every
person has several personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be pushed someone or something
that they don't would like do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book Great
Astronomers: Nicolaus Copernicus. All type of book would you see on many resources. You can look for the
internet methods or other social media.

Raymond Blalock:

The book Great Astronomers: Nicolaus Copernicus will bring one to the new experience of reading a book.
The author style to explain the idea is very unique. In case you try to find new book to see, this book very
suited to you. The book Great Astronomers: Nicolaus Copernicus is much recommended to you you just
read. You can also get the e-book from your official web site, so you can easier to read the book.

Rebecca Walton:

This Great Astronomers: Nicolaus Copernicus is completely new way for you who has fascination to look
for some information mainly because it relief your hunger of information. Getting deeper you onto it getting
knowledge more you know or perhaps you who still having small amount of digest in reading this Great
Astronomers: Nicolaus Copernicus can be the light food for you because the information inside this specific
book is easy to get by simply anyone. These books acquire itself in the form and that is reachable by anyone,
sure I mean in the e-book contact form. People who think that in e-book form make them feel sleepy even
dizzy this e-book is the answer. So there is not any in reading a guide especially this one. You can find what
you are looking for. It should be here for an individual. So , don't miss it! Just read this e-book variety for
your better life and also knowledge.

Lorenzo Lowe:

As a university student exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the
library or make summary for some book, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's heart and
soul or real their pastime. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to the library. They go to generally
there but nothing reading critically. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring along with can't
see colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As we know
that on this era, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, many ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore this Great Astronomers: Nicolaus Copernicus can make you experience more
interested to read.
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