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A major new biography of Duke Ellington from the acclaimed author of Pops: A Life of Louis
Armstrong
 
Edward Kennedy “Duke” Ellington was the greatest jazz composer of the twentieth century—and an
impenetrably enigmatic personality whom no one, not even his closest friends, claimed to understand. The
grandson of a slave, he dropped out of high school to become one of the world’s most famous musicians, a
showman of incomparable suavity who was as comfortable in Carnegie Hall as in the nightclubs where he
honed his style. He wrote some fifteen hundred compositions, many of which, like “Mood Indigo” and
“Sophisticated Lady,” remain beloved standards, and he sought inspiration in an endless string of transient
lovers, concealing his inner self behind a smiling mask of flowery language and ironic charm.
 
As the biographer of Louis Armstrong, Terry Teachout is uniquely qualified to tell the story of the public and
private lives of Duke Ellington. A semi-finalist for the National Book Award, Duke peels away countless
layers of Ellington’s evasion and public deception to tell the unvarnished truth about the creative genius who
inspired Miles Davis to say, “All the musicians should get together one certain day and get down on their
knees and thank Duke.”
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From reader reviews:

Gary Rose:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive at this point,
people have do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded
place and notice by surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated that for a while is
reading. Yep, by reading a book your ability to survive boost then having chance to remain than other is
high. For you who want to start reading a book, we give you this kind of Duke: A Life of Duke Ellington
book as basic and daily reading guide. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Margaret Boyer:

Here thing why this kind of Duke: A Life of Duke Ellington are different and reputable to be yours. First of
all reading through a book is good but it depends in the content of it which is the content is as delightful as
food or not. Duke: A Life of Duke Ellington giving you information deeper since different ways, you can
find any publication out there but there is no book that similar with Duke: A Life of Duke Ellington. It gives
you thrill studying journey, its open up your personal eyes about the thing in which happened in the world
which is probably can be happened around you. You can bring everywhere like in recreation area, café, or
even in your way home by train. When you are having difficulties in bringing the imprinted book maybe the
form of Duke: A Life of Duke Ellington in e-book can be your alternative.

Diane Gonzales:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information currently can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a information or any news even a huge concern. What people must be
consider whenever those information which is inside the former life are difficult to be find than now's taking
seriously which one would work to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you receive
the unstable resource then you understand it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for
you. All those possibilities will not happen in you if you take Duke: A Life of Duke Ellington as your daily
resource information.

Jack Harbin:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our expertise for everything. By a e-book we can know
everything you want. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every year has
been exactly added. This e-book Duke: A Life of Duke Ellington was filled in relation to science. Spend
your extra time to add your knowledge about your scientific research competence. Some people has several
feel when they reading a new book. If you know how big benefit of a book, you can experience enjoy to read
a book. In the modern era like at this point, many ways to get book that you wanted.
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