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During the worst years of official racism in South Africa, the story of one young girl gripped the nation and
came to symbolize the injustice, corruption, and arbitrary nature of apartheid. Born in 1955 to a pro-
apartheid Afrikaner couple, Sandra Laing was officially registered and raised as a white child. But when she
was sent to a boarding school for whites, she was mercilessly persecuted because of her dark skin and frizzy
hair. Her parents attributed Sandra's appearance to an interracial union far back in history; they swore Sandra
was their child. Their neighbors, however, thought Mrs. Laing had committed adultery with a black man.
The family was shunned. And when Sandra was ten, she was removed from school by the police and
reclassified as "coloured."

As a teenager, Sandra eloped with a black man, and her parents disowned her. The young woman, who had
only known the privileged world of the whites, chose to begin again in a poor, rural, all-black township,
where life was a desperate, day-to-day struggle against poverty, illness, and a legal system designed to
enslave.

In this remarkable narrative, veteran journalist and author Judith Stone takes us on her own eye-opening
journey as she and Sandra explore the mysteries of Sandra's past and piece together the fractured life of one
of apartheid's many victims. As the devastating circumstances of Sandra's life are revealed, Stone comes to
understand and admire her for the flawed -- yet enduring -- survivor she is.
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From reader reviews:

Charles Tebo:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
Yeah, you can choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare
time to take a stroll, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book called When She
Was White: The True Story of a Family Divided by Race? Maybe it is being best activity for you. You
understand beside you can spend your time together with your favorite's book, you can wiser than before. Do
you agree with the opinion or you have other opinion?

Sadie McBride:

Do you among people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold on guys
this kind of aren't like that. This When She Was White: The True Story of a Family Divided by Race book is
readable through you who hate those perfect word style. You will find the information here are arrange for
enjoyable examining experience without leaving actually decrease the knowledge that want to offer to you.
The writer connected with When She Was White: The True Story of a Family Divided by Race content
conveys objective easily to understand by many individuals. The printed and e-book are not different in the
articles but it just different such as it. So , do you nonetheless thinking When She Was White: The True
Story of a Family Divided by Race is not loveable to be your top checklist reading book?

Catherine Benavidez:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their free time with their family,
or their own friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, about to beach, or picnic in the
park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something different to fill your
free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book may be option to fill your no cost time/ holiday. The first thing
that you'll ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want to consider look for book, may
be the reserve untitled When She Was White: The True Story of a Family Divided by Race can be excellent
book to read. May be it could be best activity to you.

Lawrence Abbate:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside with friends, fun activity having family or just
watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by studying a book. Ugh,
do you think reading a book will surely hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It okay you
can have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like When She Was White:
The True Story of a Family Divided by Race which is obtaining the e-book version. So , why not try out this
book? Let's see.
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