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Seminar paper from the year 2014 in the subject Politics - Basics and General, grade: A, University of
Auckland, course: European Environmental Law & Governance, language: English, abstract: The European
Union (EU) ranks at the top of the list of global importers of wild animal and plant products. The estimated
declared import value of the legal trade in wildlife products is worth billions of euros a year, and the extent
of the EU market for wildlife products increases annually. The demand for wildlife animals and products is
escalating worldwide. The majority of the wildlife trade into and within the EU is being exercised within the
boundaries of the law, however illegal wildlife trade still occurs. Every year the enforcement authorities in
the EU make over 5000 seizures. This illegal trafficking does not take into account sustainability concerns
and may therefore result in the extinction of a species. Factors such as very high prices for wildlife products
on the black market, low political awareness and low penalties aggravate the unsustainable and illegal trade.
At the level of the EU many significant achievements in combating illegal wildlife trafficking have been
accomplished. The biggest example of that are the EU Wildlife Trade Regulations, which implement the
obligations for its member states under the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of
Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES). More in-depth national, regional and international cooperation could even
enhance the current initiatives in this context. The European Commission is currently working on a plan of
action against illegal wildlife trade. This plan is the result of the Resolution on Wildlife Crime that was filed
in 2014 by the European Parliament. This action plan will considerably strengthen the EU's response to
illegal trade. Another key issue that needs to be dealt with is the sustainability of the global trade in wildlife.
The controlling mechanisms implemented by CITES, that have been introduced worldwide, will always have
their weaknesses. No permit system will guarantee that illegal wildlife trade will be banned. Criminal
organisations always find the weak links in the systems and use them to plan their transits from one country
to the other. Political initiatives to cease illegal wildlife trade will only be effective on the long term, if also
the demand in the consuming countries will be tackled. The EU can play a huge role in the global wildlife
trade by using its legislative powers to endorse particular objectives outside its territorial borders, such as
reducing the demand in major consuming countries.
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From reader reviews:

Tracey Egan:

Now a day people who Living in the era just where everything reachable by connect with the internet and the
resources in it can be true or not call for people to be aware of each details they get. How individuals to be
smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Studying a
book can help persons out of this uncertainty Information mainly this The Role of The European Union in
the Fight against Global Illegal Wildlife Trade book since this book offers you rich information and
knowledge. Of course the knowledge in this book hundred % guarantees there is no doubt in it as you know.

Michelle Wilson:

This book untitled The Role of The European Union in the Fight against Global Illegal Wildlife Trade to be
one of several books that will best seller in this year, that is because when you read this book you can get a
lot of benefit in it. You will easily to buy that book in the book retail outlet or you can order it via online.
The publisher on this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more easily to read this book, since you can
read this book in your Smartphone. So there is no reason to you personally to past this e-book from your list.

Ida Johnson:

You may spend your free time you just read this book this publication. This The Role of The European
Union in the Fight against Global Illegal Wildlife Trade is simple to bring you can read it in the park, in the
beach, train along with soon. If you did not include much space to bring often the printed book, you can buy
the e-book. It is make you better to read it. You can save typically the book in your smart phone. Therefore
there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Annetta Doucette:

Is it anyone who having spare time after that spend it whole day by simply watching television programs or
just resting on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This The Role of The European Union in the
Fight against Global Illegal Wildlife Trade can be the respond to, oh how comes? The new book you know.
You are thus out of date, spending your time by reading in this new era is common not a geek activity. So
what these ebooks have than the others?
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