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“In The Price of Racial Reconciliation, Ronald Walters offers an abundance of riches. This book provides an
extraordinarily comprehensive and persuasive set of arguments for reparations, and will be the lens through
which meaningful opportunities for reconciliation are viewed in the future. If this book does not lead to the
success of the reparations movement, nothing will.”

—Charles J. Ogletree, Jesse Climenko Professor of Law, Harvard Law School

“The Price of Racial Reconciliation is a seminal study of comparative histories and race(ism) in the
formation of state structures that prefigure(d) socioeconomic positions of Black peoples in South Africa and
the United States. The scholarship is meticulous in brilliantly constructed analysis of the politics of memory,
reparations as an immutable principle of justice, imperative for nonracial(ist) democracy, and a regime of
racial reconciliation.”

—James Turner, Professor of African and African American Studies and Founder, Africana Studies and
Research Center, Cornell University

“A fascinating and pathbreaking analysis of the attempt at racial reconciliation in South Africa which asks if
that model is relevant to the contemporary American racial dilemma. An engaging multidisciplinary
approach relevant to philosophy, sociology, history, and political science.”

—William Strickland, Associate Professor of Political Science, W.E.B. Du Bois Department of Afro-
American Studies, University of Massachusetts Amherst

The issue of reparations in America provokes a lot of interest, but the public debate usually occurs at the
level of historical accounting: “Who owes what for slavery?” This book attempts to get past that question to
address racial restitution within the framework of larger societal interests. For example, the answer to the
“why reparations?” question is more than the moral of payment for an injustice done in the past. Ronald
Walters suggests that, insofar as the impact of slavery is still very much with us today and has been



reinforced by forms of postslavery oppression, the objective of racial harmony will be disrupted unless it is
recognized with the solemnity and amelioration it deserves. The author concludes that the grand narrative of
black oppression in the United States—which contains the past and present summary of the black
experience—prevents racial reconciliation as long as some substantial form of racial restitution is not
seriously considered. This is “the price” of reconciliation.

The method for achieving this finding is grounded in comparative politics, where the analyses of institutions
and political behaviors are standard approaches. The author presents the conceptual difficulties involved in
the project of racial reconciliation by comparing South African Truth and Reconciliation and the demand for
reparations in the United States.

Ronald Walters is Distinguished Leadership Scholar and Director, African American Leadership Program
and Professor of Government and Politics, University of Maryland.
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From reader reviews:

David Stephenson:

Here thing why this kind of The Price of Racial Reconciliation (The Politics of Race and Ethnicity) are
different and reliable to be yours. First of all examining a book is good but it depends in the content of
computer which is the content is as yummy as food or not. The Price of Racial Reconciliation (The Politics
of Race and Ethnicity) giving you information deeper as different ways, you can find any e-book out there
but there is no publication that similar with The Price of Racial Reconciliation (The Politics of Race and
Ethnicity). It gives you thrill reading journey, its open up your personal eyes about the thing in which
happened in the world which is possibly can be happened around you. You can actually bring everywhere
like in recreation area, café, or even in your approach home by train. Should you be having difficulties in
bringing the imprinted book maybe the form of The Price of Racial Reconciliation (The Politics of Race and
Ethnicity) in e-book can be your option.

Robert Bell:

The event that you get from The Price of Racial Reconciliation (The Politics of Race and Ethnicity) is the
more deep you digging the information that hide inside the words the more you get considering reading it. It
doesn't mean that this book is hard to know but The Price of Racial Reconciliation (The Politics of Race and
Ethnicity) giving you thrill feeling of reading. The article writer conveys their point in a number of way that
can be understood by anyone who read that because the author of this e-book is well-known enough. This
book also makes your own vocabulary increase well. It is therefore easy to understand then can go together
with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We propose you for having this The Price of Racial
Reconciliation (The Politics of Race and Ethnicity) instantly.

Frances Wiggins:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book specifically book entitled
The Price of Racial Reconciliation (The Politics of Race and Ethnicity) your brain will drift away trough
every dimension, wandering in each aspect that maybe unidentified for but surely can be your mind friends.
Imaging every single word written in a book then become one web form conclusion and explanation that
maybe you never get ahead of. The The Price of Racial Reconciliation (The Politics of Race and Ethnicity)
giving you yet another experience more than blown away your head but also giving you useful information
for your better life on this era. So now let us present to you the relaxing pattern this is your body and mind
will probably be pleased when you are finished studying it, like winning a casino game. Do you want to try
this extraordinary shelling out spare time activity?

Patricia Morales:

This The Price of Racial Reconciliation (The Politics of Race and Ethnicity) is great reserve for you because
the content that is full of information for you who else always deal with world and get to make decision



every minute. This particular book reveal it information accurately using great organize word or we can say
no rambling sentences in it. So if you are read this hurriedly you can have whole info in it. Doesn't mean it
only provides straight forward sentences but challenging core information with splendid delivering
sentences. Having The Price of Racial Reconciliation (The Politics of Race and Ethnicity) in your hand like
having the world in your arm, facts in it is not ridiculous just one. We can say that no e-book that offer you
world within ten or fifteen moment right but this publication already do that. So , this is certainly good
reading book. Hey there Mr. and Mrs. active do you still doubt that?
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