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"The free press cannot be free," Robert Entman asserts. "Inevitably, it is dependent." In this penetrating
critique of American journalism and the political process, Entman identifies a "vicious circle of
interdependence" as the key dilemma facing reporters and editors. To become sophisticated citizens, he
argues, Americans need high-quality, independent political journalism; yet, to stay in business while
producing such journalism, news organizations would need an audience of sophisticated citizens. As Entman
shows, there is no easy way out of this dilemma, which has encouraged the decay of democratic citizenship
as well as the media's continuing failure to live up to their own highest ideals. Addressing widespread
despair over the degeneration of presidential campaigns, Entman argues that the media system virtually
compels politicians to practice demagoguery.
Entman confronts a provocative array of issues: how the media's reliance on elite groups and individuals for
information inevitably slants the news, despite adherence to objectivity standards; why the media hold
government accountable for its worst errors--such as scandals and foreign misadventures--only after it's too
late to prevent them; how the interdependence of the media and their audience molds public opinion in ways
neither group alone can control; why greater media competition does not necessarily mean better journalism;
why the abolition of the FCC's Fairness Doctrine could make things worse. Entman sheds fascinating light
on important news events of the past decade. He compares, for example, coverage of the failed hostage
rescue in 1980, which subjected President Carter to a barrage of criticism, with coverage of the 1983
bombing that killed 241 Marines in Lebanon, an incident in which President Reagan largely escaped blame.
He shows how various factors unrelated to the reality of the events themselves--the apparent popularity of
Reagan and unpopularity of Carter, differences in the way the Presidents publicly framed the incidents, the
potent symbols skillfully manipulated by Reagan's but not by Carter's news managers--produced two very
different kinds of reportage.
Entman concludes with some thoughtful suggestions for improvement. Chiefly, he proposes the creation of
subsidized, party-based news outlets as a way of promoting new modes of news gathering and analysis, of
spurring the established media to more innovative coverage, and of increasing political awareness and
participation. Such suggestions, along with the author's probing media criticisms, make this book essential
reading for anyone concerned about the state of democracy in America.
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From reader reviews:

Thomas Schulz:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children until adult are different content. To be sure that
book is very important for us. The book Democracy without Citizens: Media and the Decay of American
Politics seemed to be making you to know about other information and of course you can take more
information. It doesn't matter what advantages for you. The publication Democracy without Citizens: Media
and the Decay of American Politics is not only giving you a lot more new information but also to become
your friend when you really feel bored. You can spend your personal spend time to read your book. Try to
make relationship using the book Democracy without Citizens: Media and the Decay of American Politics.
You never truly feel lose out for everything when you read some books.

David Musick:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive right now, people have
do something to make these survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place and notice by
surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated this for a while is reading. Yeah, by
reading a book your ability to survive enhance then having chance to remain than other is high. For you who
want to start reading a new book, we give you that Democracy without Citizens: Media and the Decay of
American Politics book as beginner and daily reading publication. Why, because this book is greater than
just a book.

Vickie Reed:

The reserve untitled Democracy without Citizens: Media and the Decay of American Politics is the reserve
that recommended to you to read. You can see the quality of the e-book content that will be shown to an
individual. The language that creator use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand.
The article writer was did a lot of research when write the book, to ensure the information that they share for
you is absolutely accurate. You also might get the e-book of Democracy without Citizens: Media and the
Decay of American Politics from the publisher to make you more enjoy free time.

Jessica Seymore:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book has been rare?
Why so many issue for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some people
likes reading, not only science book and also novel and Democracy without Citizens: Media and the Decay
of American Politics as well as others sources were given information for you. After you know how the truly
great a book, you feel would like to read more and more. Science guide was created for teacher or perhaps
students especially. Those guides are helping them to increase their knowledge. In some other case, beside
science publication, any other book likes Democracy without Citizens: Media and the Decay of American
Politics to make your spare time more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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