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In 1860, W. D. Howells wrote a campaign biography of Abraham Lincoln. When Lincoln won the
presidency, Howells was rewarded with the job of consul in Venice.He arrived there in 1862, aged twenty-
five, and lived for three years on the Grand Canal. Howells would use the canal for a morning swim during
the warmer months and then, perhaps, go off to his office.

For a young nineteenth-century American who had left school at age nine in order to work, the hardest part
of his sinecure was that -- no doubt for the first time in his experience -- he had almost nothing to do. "I
dreaded the easily formed habit of receiving a salary for no service performed", he wrote. "I reminded myself
that, soon or late, I must go back to the old fashion of earning money, and that it had better be sooner than
later". And so -- "though for some strange reasons it was the saddest and strangest thing in the world to do" -
- Howells left Venice. While he was on the whole happy to do so, Howells said upon his departure",Never
had the city seemed so dream-like and unreal as in this light of farewell".

Venetian Life flows from the enchantment, the magical improbability of the years Howells spent in that
magnificent city dining with the rich, mingling with the humble, and reporting on it all with a uniquely
American wit and curiosity.
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From reader reviews:

Jackson Cabrera:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their family, or
their very own friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, going to beach, or picnic
inside park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different to fill
your free time/ holiday? May be reading a book may be option to fill your free time/ holiday. The first thing
that you will ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to attempt look for book, may
be the e-book untitled Venetian Life can be excellent book to read. May be it can be best activity to you.

Cheri Whaley:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with close friends is thing that
usually you may have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try issue that really
opposite from that. One particular activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on
roller coaster you are ride on and with addition info. Even you love Venetian Life, you are able to enjoy
both. It is great combination right, you still wish to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh come on its
mind hangout guys. What? Still don't buy it, oh come on its named reading friends.

Willie McCorkle:

As we know that book is important thing to add our know-how for everything. By a reserve we can know
everything you want. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every year had
been exactly added. This e-book Venetian Life was filled in relation to science. Spend your extra time to add
your knowledge about your research competence. Some people has different feel when they reading some
sort of book. If you know how big selling point of a book, you can experience enjoy to read a publication. In
the modern era like right now, many ways to get book that you just wanted.

Patricia Baker:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information
from the book. Book is prepared or printed or outlined from each source this filled update of news. Within
this modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for an individual. From media
social similar to newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic. You
can add your understanding by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or
just searching for the Venetian Life when you required it?
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