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On August 20, 1968, tens of thousands of Soviet and East European ground and air forces moved into
Czechoslovakia and occupied the country in an attempt to end the 'Prague Spring' reforms and restore an
orthodox Communist regime. The leader of the Soviet Communist Party, Leonid Brezhnev, was initially
reluctant to use military force and tried to pressure his counterpart in Czechoslovakia, Alexander Dubcek, to
crack down. But during the summer of 1968, after several months of careful deliberations, the Soviet
Politburo finally decide that military force was the only option left. A large invading force of Soviet, Polish,
Hungarian, and Bulgarian troops received final orders to move into Czechoslovakia; within 24 hours they
had established complete military control of Czechoslovakia, bringing an end to hopes for 'socialism with a
human face.' Dubcek and most of the other Czechoslovak reformers were temporarily restored to power, but
their role from late August 1968 through April 1969 was to reverse many of the reforms that had been
adopted. In April 1969, Dubchek was forced to step down for good, bringing a final end to the Prague
Spring. Soviet leaders justified the invasion of Czechoslovakia by claiming that 'the fate of any socialist
country is the common affair of all socialist countries' and that the Soviet Union had both a 'right' and a
'sacred duty' to 'defend socialism' in Czechoslovakia. The invasion caused some divisions within the
Communist world, but overall the use of large-scale force proved remarkably successful in achieving Soviet
goals. The United States and its NATO allies protested but refrained from direct military action and covert
operations to counter the Soviet-led incursion into Czechoslovakia. The essays of a dozen leading European
and American Cold War historians analyze this turning point in the Cold War in light of new documentary
evidence from the archives of two dozen countries and explain what happened behind the scenes. They also
reassess the weak response of the United States and consider whether Washington might have given a 'green
light,' if only inadvertently, to the Soviet Union prior to the invasion.
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From reader reviews:

Marc Starr:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also become a life style. This reading addiction
give you lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge your information inside the
book in which improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of e-book you
read, if you want get more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want experience happy read
one using theme for entertaining like comic or novel. The particular The Prague Spring and the Warsaw Pact
Invasion of Czechoslovakia in 1968 (The Harvard Cold War Studies Book Series) is kind of publication
which is giving the reader unpredictable experience.

Kate Word:

Would you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book
store? Try to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't ascertain book by its include may
doesn't work here is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the
outside look likes. Maybe you answer might be The Prague Spring and the Warsaw Pact Invasion of
Czechoslovakia in 1968 (The Harvard Cold War Studies Book Series) why because the amazing cover that
make you consider in regards to the content will not disappoint you actually. The inside or content is actually
fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly guide you to pick up this
book.

Annetta Doucette:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
talent or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book than can
satisfy your small amount of time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find book that
need more time to be learn. The Prague Spring and the Warsaw Pact Invasion of Czechoslovakia in 1968
(The Harvard Cold War Studies Book Series) can be your answer as it can be read by you actually who have
those short time problems.

Michael Mantz:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got students? We believe that that
problem was given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby.
Therefore you know that little person including reading or as studying become their hobby. You need to
know that reading is very important along with book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to
incorporate you knowledge, except your own personal teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update
about something by book. Different categories of books that can you go onto be your object. One of them is
actually The Prague Spring and the Warsaw Pact Invasion of Czechoslovakia in 1968 (The Harvard Cold
War Studies Book Series).
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