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Twenty-five years ago, Edward Said's Orientalism spawned a generation of scholarship on the denigrating
and dangerous mirage of "the East" in the Western colonial mind. But "the West" is the more dangerous
mirage of our own time, Ian Buruma and Avishai Margalit argue, and the idea of "the West" in the minds of
its self-proclaimed enemies remains largely unexamined and woefully misunderstood. Occidentalism is their
groundbreaking investigation of the demonizing fantasies and stereotypes about the Western world that fuel
such hatred in the hearts of others.

We generally understand "radical Islam" as a purely Islamic phenomenon, but Buruma and Margalit show
that while the Islamic part of radical Islam certainly is, the radical part owes a primary debt of inheritance to
the West. Whatever else they are, al Qaeda and its ilk are revolutionary anti-Western political movements,
and Buruma and Margalit show us that the bogeyman of the West who stalks their thinking is the same one
who has haunted the thoughts of many other revolutionary groups, going back to the early nineteenth
century. In this genealogy of the components of the anti-Western worldview, the same oppositions appear
again and again: the heroic revolutionary versus the timid, soft bourgeois; the rootless, deracinated
cosmopolitan living in the Western city, cut off from the roots of a spiritually healthy society; the sterile
Western mind, all reason and no soul; the machine society, controlled from the center by a cabal of
insiders—often Jews—pulling the hidden levers of power versus an organically knit-together one, a society
of "blood and soil." The anti-Western virus has found a ready host in the Islamic world for a number of
legitimate reasons, they argue, but in no way does that make it an exclusively Islamic matter.

A work of extraordinary range and erudition, Occidentalism will permanently enlarge our collective frame
of vision
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From reader reviews:

Jetta Butler:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? That's
why, you can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time
to take a go walking, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or maybe read a book titled
Occidentalism: The West in the Eyes of Its Enemies? Maybe it is for being best activity for you. You know
beside you can spend your time with the favorite's book, you can better than before. Do you agree with its
opinion or you have other opinion?

Lee Nelson:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also be a life style. This reading routine give
you lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information inside
the book in which improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of
publication you read, if you want have more knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you
want really feel happy read one using theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. The particular
Occidentalism: The West in the Eyes of Its Enemies is kind of book which is giving the reader unstable
experience.

David Sayre:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
skill or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book in
comparison with can satisfy your short space of time to read it because all of this time you only find guide
that need more time to be study. Occidentalism: The West in the Eyes of Its Enemies can be your answer
given it can be read by you who have those short extra time problems.

Donald Diaz:

Reading a book to get new life style in this season; every people loves to read a book. When you read a book
you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge, because book
has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of book that you
have read. If you wish to get information about your review, you can read education books, but if you want
to entertain yourself read a fiction books, these us novel, comics, in addition to soon. The Occidentalism:
The West in the Eyes of Its Enemies will give you new experience in looking at a book.
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