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He was named by The Atlantic Monthly as "the most sought-after strategist in the Democratic party.” He was
targeted by National Review as the Democratic Party's " poet goon." From his unique perspective, Robert
Shrum gives us an epic and personal story of the struggle for power in America during the past four decades.

With wit and humor, rare candor, and a wealth of detail, he vividly recounts the real personalities and real
forces that shaped the outcome of the closest and most important elections of our time. We are there with
Shrum in the back rooms, on the planes, and in the motorcades with Ted Kennedy, Al Gore, John Kerry,
John Edwards, and Bill and Hillary Clinton.

Shrum reveal s the manipulations and limitations of old and new forms of political persuasion, from the
historic and sometimes controversial speeches he wrote to the negative ads he created for national and
statewide candidates, from prepping presidential nominees for critical debates to the deployment of the new
political weapon, the Internet.

He lifts the curtain on decisive moments. Did John Kerry and John Edwards actually believe in the Iraq war
they voted for? What was the real reason the Kerry campaign didn't respond faster to the Swift Boat attacks?
Why didn't Al Gore let Bill Clinton campaign all-out in 20007 How did Clinton get through the first perilous
week of the Lewinsky scandal?

Thisisaprovocative journey through recent history: George McGovern's antiwar campaign of 1972, the
improbable rise of Jimmy Carter, Senate campaigns that made historic breakthroughs and shaped the
presidential contests of the future, the gifts that made Bill Clinton a great politician -- and the circumstances
and calculations that kept him from being a great president.

As strategist, adviser, and often friend to the leaders he enlisted with, Shrum shows them as they are, with
their strengths and human weaknesses -- as well as his own.

Assailed as a populist who pushed the Democratic Party, in a phrase he coined, "to stand for the people, not
the powerful,” Shrum argues that unlike Republicans from Reagan on, Democrats fall short, politically or in
office, when they trim their convictions and walk away from fundamental issues -- like universal health
coverage.

Thisis one of the most fascinating books ever written about the victories and defeats, the causes and
candidates, the "flawed heroes" that drive the high drama of American politics.
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From reader reviews:
Mark Logan:

Have you spare time for aday? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? Y es, you can
choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time to take a
go walking, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book called No
Excuses: Concessions of a Serial Campaigner? Maybe it is being best activity for you. Y ou know beside you
can spend your time using your favorite's book, you can cleverer than before. Do you agree with it has the
opinion or you have different opinion?

Abram Huffman:

Book is usually written, printed, or illustrated for everything. Y ou can recognize everything you want by ae-
book. Book has a different type. Asit is known to us that book isimportant matter to bring us around the
world. Next to that you can your reading talent was fluently. A reserve No Excuses: Concessions of a Serial
Campaigner will make you to become smarter. You can feel alot more confidence if you can know about
everything. But some of you think this open or reading the book make you bored. It's not make you fun. Why
they might be thought like that? Have you seeking best book or ideal book with you?

Kenneth Hill:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the concept No Excuses:
Concessions of a Serial Campaigner suitable to you? The book was written by famous writer in thisera. The
particular book untitled No Excuses: Concessions of a Serial Campaigneris the main one of several booksin
which everyone read now. That book was inspired alot of people in the world. When you read this e-book
you will enter the new age that you ever know just before. The author explained their thought in the simple
way, so al of people can easily to be aware of the core of this guide. This book will give you awide range of
information about this world now. So that you can see the represented of the world with this book.

Brent Hender son:

Isit anyone who having spare time and then spend it whole day by simply watching television programs or
just laying on the bed? Do you need something new? This No Excuses: Concessions of a Serial Campaigner
can be the reply, oh how comes? A book you know. Y ou are and so out of date, spending your time by
reading in this completely new erais common not a geek activity. So what these books have than the others?
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