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François Furet needs little introduction. Widely considered one of the leading historians of the French
Revolution, he was a maverick for his time, shining a critical light on the entrenched Marxist interpretations
that prevailed during the mid-twentieth century. Shortly after his death in 1997, the New York Review of
Books called him “one of the most influential men in contemporary France.” Lies, Passions, and Illusions is
a fitting capstone to this celebrated author’s oeuvre: a late-career conversation with philosopher Paul Ricoeur
on the twentieth century writ large, a century of violence and turmoil, of unprecedented wealth and progress,
in which history advanced, for better or worse, in quantum leaps.

           

This conversation would be, sadly, Furet’s last—he died while Ricoeur was completing his edits. Ricoeur did
not want to publish his half without Furet’s approval, so what remains is Furet’s alone, an astonishingly
cohesive meditation on the political passions of the twentieth century. With strokes at once broad and
incisive, he examines the many different trajectories that nations of the West have followed over the past
hundred years. It is a dialogue with history as it happened but also as a form of thought. It is a dialogue with
his critics, with himself, and with those major thinkers—from Tocqueville to Hannah Arendt—whose ideas
have shaped our understanding of the tragic dramas and upheavals of the modern era. It is a testament to the
crucial role of the historian, a reflection on how history is made and lived, and how the imagination is a
catalyst for political change. Whether new to Furet or deeply familiar with his work, readers will find
thought-provoking assessments on every page, a deeply moving look back at one of the most tumultuous
periods of history and how we might learn and look forward from it. 
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From reader reviews:

Barry Houde:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students because they are still students or it for all people in the
world, the particular best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that problem above. Every person
has various personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that they
don't wish do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book Lies, Passions, and Illusions:
The Democratic Imagination in the Twentieth Century. All type of book are you able to see on many options.
You can look for the internet methods or other social media.

Serafina Hayes:

Here thing why this particular Lies, Passions, and Illusions: The Democratic Imagination in the Twentieth
Century are different and reliable to be yours. First of all examining a book is good nevertheless it depends
in the content of the usb ports which is the content is as delicious as food or not. Lies, Passions, and
Illusions: The Democratic Imagination in the Twentieth Century giving you information deeper as different
ways, you can find any book out there but there is no e-book that similar with Lies, Passions, and Illusions:
The Democratic Imagination in the Twentieth Century. It gives you thrill examining journey, its open up
your current eyes about the thing which happened in the world which is might be can be happened around
you. You can actually bring everywhere like in recreation area, café, or even in your means home by train.
For anyone who is having difficulties in bringing the imprinted book maybe the form of Lies, Passions, and
Illusions: The Democratic Imagination in the Twentieth Century in e-book can be your alternate.

Gail Cote:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make anyone
to understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information simpler to share.
You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, magazine, book, and soon. You
will see that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. Often the book that recommended for
your requirements is Lies, Passions, and Illusions: The Democratic Imagination in the Twentieth Century
this book consist a lot of the information in the condition of this world now. This specific book was
represented how do the world has grown up. The vocabulary styles that writer value to explain it is easy to
understand. Often the writer made some investigation when he makes this book. This is why this book ideal
all of you.

Alberta Keyes:

That book can make you to feel relax. This kind of book Lies, Passions, and Illusions: The Democratic
Imagination in the Twentieth Century was bright colored and of course has pictures around. As we know that
book Lies, Passions, and Illusions: The Democratic Imagination in the Twentieth Century has many kinds or
variety. Start from kids until adolescents. For example Naruto or Investigation company Conan you can read



and think that you are the character on there. So , not at all of book are generally make you bored, any it can
make you feel happy, fun and rest. Try to choose the best book for you and try to like reading which.
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