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Seminar paper from the year 2011 in the subject Politics - Basics and General, grade: 1,0, University of
Aarhus (Institut for Statskundskab), course: Dissatisfaction with Democratic Politics and the Challenge of
Populism, language: English, abstract: There can be little doubt that democracy has told a tremendous story
of success in the last decades and has become state of the art in governing a state. After the defeat of
socialism and the end of the Soviet Union the triumph of democracy was regarded as complete by many.
Nevertheless a growing disenchantment with and alienation from democratic practice has been diagnosed.
Whereas some perceive the change as just a transformation of political participation, others deem it to be a
threatening erosion of support for democracy.
It seems reasonable to suppose that personal failure in economic terms is tracked back to the political system
and can lead to disappointment and alienation. A system that makes winners and losers is less likely to be
embraced by the latter. Indeed, previous empirical research suggests that income inequality is detrimental to
the satisfaction with democracy. This negative effect should be especially strong when the reduction of
income differences is perceived as the responsibility of the government, i.e. when the expectations towards
democracy regarding income distribution are disappointed.
In order to facilitate the main statement of this paper it will first be argued that inequality of income is a
cause for dissatisfaction with democratic politics in European developed economies. Then, and mainly, it is
argued that the negative effect of income inequality on satisfaction with democracy is the larger the more the
citizens want governments to take measures to reduce income differences. The aim of this paper is to extend
the sparse empirically grounded literature by shedding more light on the causal link between income
inequality and dissatisfaction with democracy. In particular, it shall be analyzed whether dissatisfaction is
caused by a failure of democracy to live up to the expectations people have regarding social justice. Is
dissatisfaction really a cognizant reaction to income inequality? The hypotheses are being tested based on
data from the European Social Survey 2008.
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From reader reviews:

Michelle Han:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive now, people
have do something to make them survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place and notice
simply by surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated the idea for a while is
reading. Yeah, by reading a guide your ability to survive improve then having chance to stand up than other
is high. For you who want to start reading a book, we give you this kind of Discontent with democracy -
How income inequality affects the satisfaction with democratic realities book as basic and daily reading e-
book. Why, because this book is usually more than just a book.

Nicol Thomas:

Here thing why this specific Discontent with democracy - How income inequality affects the satisfaction
with democratic realities are different and dependable to be yours. First of all reading through a book is good
but it depends in the content of it which is the content is as tasty as food or not. Discontent with democracy -
How income inequality affects the satisfaction with democratic realities giving you information deeper as
different ways, you can find any reserve out there but there is no reserve that similar with Discontent with
democracy - How income inequality affects the satisfaction with democratic realities. It gives you thrill
studying journey, its open up your own eyes about the thing in which happened in the world which is
perhaps can be happened around you. It is possible to bring everywhere like in recreation area, café, or even
in your way home by train. If you are having difficulties in bringing the imprinted book maybe the form of
Discontent with democracy - How income inequality affects the satisfaction with democratic realities in e-
book can be your option.

Bernice Cofield:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on
guys that aren't like that. This Discontent with democracy - How income inequality affects the satisfaction
with democratic realities book is readable simply by you who hate those perfect word style. You will find the
data here are arrange for enjoyable reading through experience without leaving also decrease the knowledge
that want to offer to you. The writer involving Discontent with democracy - How income inequality affects
the satisfaction with democratic realities content conveys objective easily to understand by many people. The
printed and e-book are not different in the content material but it just different by means of it. So , do you
nonetheless thinking Discontent with democracy - How income inequality affects the satisfaction with
democratic realities is not loveable to be your top record reading book?

Yolanda Powers:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a guide we can know
everything you want. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every year ended



up being exactly added. This e-book Discontent with democracy - How income inequality affects the
satisfaction with democratic realities was filled regarding science. Spend your spare time to add your
knowledge about your technology competence. Some people has several feel when they reading some sort of
book. If you know how big good thing about a book, you can really feel enjoy to read a publication. In the
modern era like currently, many ways to get book that you wanted.
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