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On 18 October 1929, John Sankey, England's reform-minded Lord Chancellor, ruled in the Persons case that
women were eligible for appointment to Canada's Senate. Initiated by Edmonton judge Emily Murphy and
four other activist women, the Persons case challenged the exclusion of women from Canada's upper house
and the idea that the meaning of the constitution could not change with time. The Persons Case considers the
case in its political and social context and examines the lives of the key players: Emily Murphy, Nellie
McClung, and the other members of the "famous five," the politicians who opposed the appointment of
women, the lawyers who argued the case, and the judges who decided it.

Robert J. Sharpe and Patricia I. McMahon examine the Persons case as a pivotal moment in the struggle for
women's rights and as one of the most important constitutional decisions in Canadian history. Lord Sankey's
decision overruled the Supreme Court of Canada's judgment that the courts could not depart from the
original intent of the framers of Canada's constitution in 1867. Describing the constitution as a "living tree,"
the decision led to a reassessment of the nature of the constitution itself. After the Persons case, it could no
longer be viewed as fixed and unalterable, but had to be treated as a document that, in the words of Sankey,
was in "a continuous process of evolution."

The Persons Case is a comprehensive study of this important event, examining the case itself, the ruling of
the Privy Council, and the profound affect that it had on women's rights and the constitutional history of
Canada.
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From reader reviews:

Danny Exum:

This The Persons Case: The Origins and Legacy of the Fight for Legal Personhood (Osgoode Society for
Canadian Legal History) book is simply not ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands.
The benefit you get by reading this book is actually information inside this reserve incredible fresh, you will
get details which is getting deeper a person read a lot of information you will get. This kind of The Persons
Case: The Origins and Legacy of the Fight for Legal Personhood (Osgoode Society for Canadian Legal
History) without we realize teach the one who reading through it become critical in thinking and analyzing.
Don't be worry The Persons Case: The Origins and Legacy of the Fight for Legal Personhood (Osgoode
Society for Canadian Legal History) can bring when you are and not make your case space or bookshelves'
come to be full because you can have it in the lovely laptop even telephone. This The Persons Case: The
Origins and Legacy of the Fight for Legal Personhood (Osgoode Society for Canadian Legal History) having
excellent arrangement in word along with layout, so you will not experience uninterested in reading.

Jerry Osbourne:

The particular book The Persons Case: The Origins and Legacy of the Fight for Legal Personhood (Osgoode
Society for Canadian Legal History) will bring you to definitely the new experience of reading some sort of
book. The author style to explain the idea is very unique. In the event you try to find new book to learn, this
book very acceptable to you. The book The Persons Case: The Origins and Legacy of the Fight for Legal
Personhood (Osgoode Society for Canadian Legal History) is much recommended to you to read. You can
also get the e-book through the official web site, so you can easier to read the book.

Vera Gates:

The book untitled The Persons Case: The Origins and Legacy of the Fight for Legal Personhood (Osgoode
Society for Canadian Legal History) contain a lot of information on that. The writer explains the woman idea
with easy way. The language is very simple to implement all the people, so do not worry, you can easy to
read it. The book was published by famous author. The author will bring you in the new age of literary
works. You can actually read this book because you can continue reading your smart phone, or device, so
you can read the book with anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can
available their official web-site as well as order it. Have a nice examine.

Brandon Phelan:

This The Persons Case: The Origins and Legacy of the Fight for Legal Personhood (Osgoode Society for
Canadian Legal History) is brand new way for you who has intense curiosity to look for some information as
it relief your hunger details. Getting deeper you on it getting knowledge more you know or perhaps you who
still having tiny amount of digest in reading this The Persons Case: The Origins and Legacy of the Fight for
Legal Personhood (Osgoode Society for Canadian Legal History) can be the light food for yourself because



the information inside this kind of book is easy to get by simply anyone. These books acquire itself in the
form which can be reachable by anyone, yes I mean in the e-book web form. People who think that in
reserve form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this publication is the answer. So there isn't any in reading a
publication especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for an individual. So
, don't miss the item! Just read this e-book sort for your better life and knowledge.
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