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Between late 1863 and mid-1864, an armed band of Confederate deserters battled Confederate cavalry in the
Piney Woods region of Jones County, Mississippi. Calling themselves the Knight Company after their
captain, Newton Knight, they set up headquarters in the swamps of the Leaf River, where, legend has it, they
declared the Free State of Jones.

The story of the Jones County rebellion is well known among Mississippians, and debate over whether the
county actually seceded from the state during the war has smoldered for more than a century. Adding further
controversy to the legend is the story of Newt Knight's interracial romance with his wartime accomplice,
Rachel, a slave. From their relationship there developed a mixed-race community that endured long after the
Civil War had ended, and the ambiguous racial identity of their descendants confounded the rules of
segregated Mississippi well into the twentieth century.

Victoria Bynum traces the origins and legacy of the Jones County uprising from the American Revolution to
the modern civil rights movement. In bridging the gap between the legendary and the real Free State of
Jones, she shows how the legend--what was told, what was embellished, and what was left out--reveals a
great deal about the South's transition from slavery to segregation; the racial, gender, and class politics of the
period; and the contingent nature of history and memory.
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From reader reviews:

Rita Dubois:

The reserve untitled The Free State of Jones: Mississippi's Longest Civil War is the book that recommended
to you to read. You can see the quality of the guide content that will be shown to a person. The language that
publisher use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The article writer was did a
lot of study when write the book, therefore the information that they share to your account is absolutely
accurate. You also could get the e-book of The Free State of Jones: Mississippi's Longest Civil War from the
publisher to make you considerably more enjoy free time.

Ernestine Miller:

The book with title The Free State of Jones: Mississippi's Longest Civil War includes a lot of information
that you can discover it. You can get a lot of benefit after read this book. This specific book exist new
expertise the information that exist in this guide represented the condition of the world today. That is
important to yo7u to know how the improvement of the world. This book will bring you in new era of the the
positive effect. You can read the e-book in your smart phone, so you can read the item anywhere you want.

Anthony Anderson:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book seemed to be rare?
Why so many issue for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people likes reading
through, not only science book but novel and The Free State of Jones: Mississippi's Longest Civil War or
others sources were given information for you. After you know how the good a book, you feel would like to
read more and more. Science reserve was created for teacher or perhaps students especially. Those
publications are helping them to put their knowledge. In various other case, beside science publication, any
other book likes The Free State of Jones: Mississippi's Longest Civil War to make your spare time far more
colorful. Many types of book like here.

Janice Saucier:

A lot of people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a guide. They are directly felt this when they
get a half parts of the book. You can choose the book The Free State of Jones: Mississippi's Longest Civil
War to make your personal reading is interesting. Your own skill of reading talent is developing when you
including reading. Try to choose easy book to make you enjoy to learn it and mingle the feeling about book
and examining especially. It is to be very first opinion for you to like to wide open a book and go through it.
Beside that the book The Free State of Jones: Mississippi's Longest Civil War can to be your new friend
when you're sense alone and confuse with the information must you're doing of their time.
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