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Forced by a hand injury to abandon a career as a pianist, Robert Schumann went on to become one of the
world's great composers. Among many works, his Spring Symphony (1841), Piano Concerto in A Minor
(1841/1845), and the Third, or Rhenish, Symphony (1850) exemplify his infusion of classical forms with
intense, personal emotion. His musical influence continues today and has inspired many other famous
composers in the century since his death. Indeed Brahms, in a letter of January 1873, wrote: "The
remembrance of Schumann is sacred to me. I will always take this noble pure artist as my model."
Now, in Robert Schumann: Herald of a "New Poetic Age," John Daverio presents the first comprehensive
study of the composer's life and works to appear in nearly a century. Long regarded as a quintessentially
romantic figure, Schumann also has been portrayed as a profoundly tragic one: a composer who began his
career as a genius and ended it as a mere talent. Daverio takes issue with this Schumann myth, arguing
instead that the composer's entire creative life was guided by the desire to imbue music with the intellectual
substance of literature. A close analysis of the interdependence among Schumann's activities as reader,
diarist, critic, and musician reveals the depth of his literary sensibility. Drawing on documents only recently
brought to light, the author also provides a fresh outlook on the relationship between Schumann's mental
illness--which brought on an extended sanitarium stay and eventual death in 1856--and his musical
creativity. Schumann's character as man and artist thus emerges in all its complexity. The book concludes
with an analysis of the late works and a postlude on Schumann's influence on successors from Brahms to
Berg.
This well-researched study of Schumann interprets the composer's creative legacy in the context of his life
and times, combining nineteenth-century cultural and intellectual history with a fascinating analysis of the
works themselves.
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From reader reviews:

Russell Carson:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children until adult are different content. As we know that
book is very important usually. The book Robert Schumann: Herald of a "New Poetic Age" had been making
you to know about other expertise and of course you can take more information. It doesn't matter what
advantages for you. The publication Robert Schumann: Herald of a "New Poetic Age" is not only giving you
a lot more new information but also being your friend when you experience bored. You can spend your
personal spend time to read your reserve. Try to make relationship while using book Robert Schumann:
Herald of a "New Poetic Age". You never experience lose out for everything when you read some books.

Harold Riggs:

Do you one of people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold on guys
this specific aren't like that. This Robert Schumann: Herald of a "New Poetic Age" book is readable simply
by you who hate the perfect word style. You will find the facts here are arrange for enjoyable examining
experience without leaving possibly decrease the knowledge that want to give to you. The writer involving
Robert Schumann: Herald of a "New Poetic Age" content conveys prospect easily to understand by many
individuals. The printed and e-book are not different in the articles but it just different by means of it. So , do
you nevertheless thinking Robert Schumann: Herald of a "New Poetic Age" is not loveable to be your top
record reading book?

Harry Anderson:

Is it you actually who having spare time and then spend it whole day by simply watching television programs
or just resting on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Robert Schumann: Herald of a "New
Poetic Age" can be the solution, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are consequently out of date,
spending your free time by reading in this fresh era is common not a geek activity. So what these guides have
than the others?

John Rivera:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got students? We believe that that problem was
given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby. Therefore
you know that little person such as reading or as examining become their hobby. You should know that
reading is very important as well as book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to add you knowledge,
except your personal teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update regarding something by book.
Amount types of books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them are these claims Robert
Schumann: Herald of a "New Poetic Age".
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