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Although the northern Illinois chapters of the story of Susan “Sukey” Richardson’s escape from slavery on
the Underground Railroad are documented, the part played by southern Illinois in that historic episode has
remained obscure. Carol Pirtle changes that with her investigation into the 1843 suit Andrew Borders lodged
against William Hayes, charging his neighbor with helping slaves from the Borders estate escape to
Galesburg. In conjunction with her probe into the past, Pirtle also discovered the Hayes correspondence.

           

Pirtle documents Hayes’s involvement in the Illinois Underground Railroad through approximately two
hundred letters received by Hayes from the early 1820s until his death in 1849. Many of these letters
specifically corroborate his participation in the escape of slaves from the Borders estate. One such letter
came from T. A. Jones in 1843: “You Dear Sir are to me an unknown friend, yet I believe you are a friend to
the poor down trodden Slave. This is as good an introduction as I want from any man. My brother, our cause
is a holy one.” Letters written by Galesburg residents show that several prominent citizens of that community
also assisted in the affair, proving that Knox College administrators and trustees were active in the
Underground Railroad.

           

Pirtle also includes excerpts from the trial transcript from the 1844 civil case against Hayes, which was tried
in Pinckneyville, Illinois. She researched newspaper accounts of the event, most notably those in the Western
Citizen and the Sparta Herald. Records of the Covenanter Presbyterian church of which Hayes was a
member provide partial explanations of Hayes’s motives.

           

Telling the story of Hayes and his involvement with Susan Richardson and the Underground Railroad, Pirtle
provides insight into the work of abolitionists in Illinois. Escape Betwixt Two Suns, in fact, is one of the few
books to substantiate the legends of the Underground Railroad. She tells the story of a quiet man who made a
difference, of a man deserving the accolades of a hero.
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From reader reviews:

Howard Martinez:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive today, people
have do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place and
notice by surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated the idea for a while is
reading. Yep, by reading a guide your ability to survive improve then having chance to endure than other is
high. To suit your needs who want to start reading a book, we give you this specific Escape Betwixt Two
Suns: A True Tale of the Underground Railroad in Illinois (Shawnee Books) book as beginning and daily
reading guide. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Jean Willis:

As people who live in often the modest era should be update about what going on or facts even knowledge to
make them keep up with the era that is certainly always change and make progress. Some of you maybe will
certainly update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems
coming to an individual is you don't know which one you should start with. This Escape Betwixt Two Suns:
A True Tale of the Underground Railroad in Illinois (Shawnee Books) is our recommendation to help you
keep up with the world. Why, because this book serves what you want and need in this era.

Patricia Henderson:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a book will give you a lot of new
details. When you read a book you will get new information since book is one of various ways to share the
information or even their idea. Second, reading a book will make an individual more imaginative. When you
reading a book especially fictional book the author will bring that you imagine the story how the personas do
it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to some others. When you read this Escape Betwixt Two
Suns: A True Tale of the Underground Railroad in Illinois (Shawnee Books), you could tells your family,
friends and soon about yours publication. Your knowledge can inspire average, make them reading a e-book.

Rigoberto Adams:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside together with friends, fun activity together with
family or just watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by reading
through a book. Ugh, you think reading a book can actually hard because you have to take the book
everywhere? It all right you can have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like
Escape Betwixt Two Suns: A True Tale of the Underground Railroad in Illinois (Shawnee Books) which is
obtaining the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's see.
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