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Princess Diana’s death was a tragedy that provoked mourning across the globe; the death of a homeless
person, more often than not, is met with apathy. How can we account for this uneven distribution of
emotion? Can it simply be explained by the prevailing scientific understanding? Uncovering a rich tradition
beginning with Aristotle, The Secret History of Emotion offers a counterpoint to the way we generally
understand emotions today.

 

Through a radical rereading of Aristotle, Seneca, Thomas Hobbes, Sarah Fielding, and Judith Butler, among
others, Daniel M. Gross reveals a persistent intellectual current that considers emotions as psychosocial
phenomena. In Gross’s historical analysis of emotion, Aristotle and Hobbes’s rhetoric show that our passions
do not stem from some inherent, universal nature of men and women, but rather are conditioned by power
relations and social hierarchies. He follows up with consideration of how political passions are distributed to
some people but not to others using the Roman Stoics as a guide. Hume and contemporary theorists like
Judith Butler, meanwhile, explain to us how psyches are shaped by power. To supplement his argument,
Gross also provides a history and critique of the dominant modern view of emotions, expressed in
Darwinism and neurobiology, in which they are considered organic, personal feelings independent of social
circumstances.

 

The result is a convincing work that rescues the study of the passions from science and returns it to the
humanities and the art of rhetoric.
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From reader reviews:

Galen Dent:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Yep, you can
choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to take a
move, shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book titled The Secret
History of Emotion: From Aristotle's Rhetoric to Modern Brain Science? Maybe it is to get best activity for
you. You realize beside you can spend your time along with your favorite's book, you can cleverer than
before. Do you agree with its opinion or you have different opinion?

Willie Long:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different content.
As you may know that book is very important usually. The book The Secret History of Emotion: From
Aristotle's Rhetoric to Modern Brain Science ended up being making you to know about other information
and of course you can take more information. It is rather advantages for you. The reserve The Secret History
of Emotion: From Aristotle's Rhetoric to Modern Brain Science is not only giving you much more new
information but also for being your friend when you experience bored. You can spend your own personal
spend time to read your e-book. Try to make relationship together with the book The Secret History of
Emotion: From Aristotle's Rhetoric to Modern Brain Science. You never really feel lose out for everything in
the event you read some books.

Chad Brown:

The actual book The Secret History of Emotion: From Aristotle's Rhetoric to Modern Brain Science will
bring someone to the new experience of reading some sort of book. The author style to describe the idea is
very unique. When you try to find new book to read, this book very acceptable to you. The book The Secret
History of Emotion: From Aristotle's Rhetoric to Modern Brain Science is much recommended to you to
learn. You can also get the e-book through the official web site, so you can quicker to read the book.

Phyllis Spencer:

Reading a book to get new life style in this yr; every people loves to go through a book. When you study a
book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge, simply
because book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of
book that you have read. In order to get information about your analysis, you can read education books, but
if you act like you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, such us novel, comics, in
addition to soon. The The Secret History of Emotion: From Aristotle's Rhetoric to Modern Brain Science
will give you a new experience in examining a book.
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