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Daria Frezza covers six tumultuous decades of transatlantic history to examine how European theories of
mass politics and crowd psychology influenced American social scientists' perception of crowds, mobs,
democratic "people," and its leadership. In the last decades of the nineteenth century, the development of an
urban-industrial mass society and the disordered influx of millions of immigrants required a redefinition of
these important categories in American public discourse. Frezza shows how in the Atlantic crossing of ideas
American social scientists reelaborated the European theories of crowd psychology and the racial theories
then in fashion. Theorists made a sharp distinction between the irrationality of the crowd, including
lynchings, and the rationality of the democratic "public."

However, this paradigm of a rational Anglo-Saxon male public in opposition to irrational mobs--traditionally
considered to be composed of women, children, "savages"--was challenged by the reality of southern lynch
mobs made up of white Anglo-Saxons, people who used mob violence as an instrument of subjugation over
an allegedly inferior race. After World War I, when the topic of eugenics and immigration restrictions
ignited the debate of exclusion/inclusion regarding U.S. citizenship, Franz Boas's work provided a significant
counterbalance to the biased language of race. Furthermore, the very concept of democracy was questioned
from many points of view.

During the Depression years, social scientists such as John Dewey critically analyzed the democratic system
in comparison to European dictatorships. The debate then acquired an international dimension. In the
"ideological rearmament of America" on the eve of World War II, social scientists criticized Nazi racism but
at the same time stressed how racism was also deeply rooted in America. This is a fresh and provocative look
at the parallels between the emergence of America as a world power and the maturing of the new discipline
of social science.
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From reader reviews:

Richard Martinez:

Here thing why that The Leader and the Crowd: Democracy in American Public Discourse, 1880-1941 are
different and reputable to be yours. First of all reading a book is good but it really depends in the content of it
which is the content is as tasty as food or not. The Leader and the Crowd: Democracy in American Public
Discourse, 1880-1941 giving you information deeper and different ways, you can find any e-book out there
but there is no book that similar with The Leader and the Crowd: Democracy in American Public Discourse,
1880-1941. It gives you thrill reading journey, its open up your personal eyes about the thing this happened
in the world which is probably can be happened around you. It is easy to bring everywhere like in park, café,
or even in your means home by train. For anyone who is having difficulties in bringing the paper book
maybe the form of The Leader and the Crowd: Democracy in American Public Discourse, 1880-1941 in e-
book can be your substitute.

Rita Kirby:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray an individual, why because this The Leader and the Crowd:
Democracy in American Public Discourse, 1880-1941 e-book written by well-known writer who knows well
how to make book that may be understand by anyone who also read the book. Written with good manner for
you, still dripping wet every ideas and creating skill only for eliminate your own personal hunger then you
still doubt The Leader and the Crowd: Democracy in American Public Discourse, 1880-1941 as good book
not merely by the cover but also through the content. This is one book that can break don't assess book by its
include, so do you still needing yet another sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come on your reading sixth
sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to an additional sixth sense.

Carrie Correll:

Is it you actually who having spare time after that spend it whole day by watching television programs or just
lying down on the bed? Do you need something new? This The Leader and the Crowd: Democracy in
American Public Discourse, 1880-1941 can be the answer, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are
and so out of date, spending your free time by reading in this brand-new era is common not a nerd activity.
So what these textbooks have than the others?

Kevin Miller:

Within this era which is the greater particular person or who has ability to do something more are more
precious than other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple solution to have that. What
you have to do is just spending your time not much but quite enough to have a look at some books. One of
many books in the top record in your reading list is definitely The Leader and the Crowd: Democracy in
American Public Discourse, 1880-1941. This book that is certainly qualified as The Hungry Mountains can
get you closer in getting precious person. By looking up and review this reserve you can get many



advantages.
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