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What the two great modern revolutions can teach us about democracy today.

In 1790, the American diplomat and politician Gouverneur Morris compared the French and American
Revolutions, saying that the French "have taken Genius instead of Reason for their guide, adopted
Experiment instead of Experience, and wander in the Dark because they prefer Lightning to Light."
Although both revolutions professed similar Enlightenment ideals of freedom, equality, and justice, there
were dramatic differences. The Americans were content to preserve many aspects of their English heritage;
the French sought a complete break with a thousand years of history. The Americans accepted nonviolent
political conflict; the French valued unity above all. The Americans emphasized individual rights, while the
French stressed public order and cohesion.

Why did the two revolutions follow such different trajectories? What influence have the two different visions
of democracy had on modern history? And what lessons do they offer us about democracy today? In a lucid
narrative style, with particular emphasis on lively portraits of the major actors, Susan Dunn traces the
legacies of the two great revolutions through modern history and up to the revolutionary movements of our
own time. Her combination of history and political analysis will appeal to all who take an interest in the way
democratic nations are governed.
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From reader reviews:

Dorothy Jaramillo:

Do you considered one of people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained inside the straightway,
hold on guys this kind of aren't like that. This Sister Revolutions: French Lightning, American Light book is
readable by means of you who hate those perfect word style. You will find the details here are arrange for
enjoyable reading experience without leaving perhaps decrease the knowledge that want to deliver to you.
The writer involving Sister Revolutions: French Lightning, American Light content conveys objective easily
to understand by many individuals. The printed and e-book are not different in the content material but it just
different in the form of it. So , do you nonetheless thinking Sister Revolutions: French Lightning, American
Light is not loveable to be your top listing reading book?

Robert Riggio:

The reserve untitled Sister Revolutions: French Lightning, American Light is the guide that recommended to
you to learn. You can see the quality of the guide content that will be shown to you actually. The language
that creator use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The article author was did a lot of
exploration when write the book, hence the information that they share to you is absolutely accurate. You
also might get the e-book of Sister Revolutions: French Lightning, American Light from the publisher to
make you more enjoy free time.

Steven Thomas:

The book with title Sister Revolutions: French Lightning, American Light contains a lot of information that
you can study it. You can get a lot of advantage after read this book. This book exist new knowledge the
information that exist in this guide represented the condition of the world at this point. That is important to
yo7u to know how the improvement of the world. This specific book will bring you within new era of the
syndication. You can read the e-book on your smart phone, so you can read the item anywhere you want.

Douglas Ayer:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, short story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not attempting Sister Revolutions: French
Lightning, American Light that give your entertainment preference will be satisfied through reading this
book. Reading addiction all over the world can be said as the opportinity for people to know world far better
then how they react to the world. It can't be explained constantly that reading routine only for the geeky
particular person but for all of you who wants to possibly be success person. So , for all you who want to
start looking at as your good habit, you are able to pick Sister Revolutions: French Lightning, American
Light become your own personal starter.
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