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On January 20, 1984, Earl Washington?defended for all of forty minutes by a lawyer who had never tried a
death penalty case?was found guilty of rape and murder in the state of Virginia and sentenced to death. After
nine years on death row, DNA testing cast doubt on his conviction and saved his life. However, he spent
another eight years in prison before more sophisticated DNA technology proved his innocence and convicted
the guilty man.

DNA exonerations have shattered confidence in the criminal justice system by exposing how often we have
convicted the innocent and let the guilty walk free. In this unsettling in-depth analysis, Brandon Garrett
examines what went wrong in the cases of the first 250 wrongfully convicted people to be exonerated by
DNA testing.

Based on trial transcripts, Garrett’s investigation into the causes of wrongful convictions reveals larger
patterns of incompetence, abuse, and error. Evidence corrupted by suggestive eyewitness procedures,
coercive interrogations, unsound and unreliable forensics, shoddy investigative practices, cognitive bias, and
poor lawyering illustrates the weaknesses built into our current criminal justice system. Garrett proposes
practical reforms that rely more on documented, recorded, and audited evidence, and less on fallible human
memory.

Very few crimes committed in the United States involve biological evidence that can be tested using DNA.
How many unjust convictions are there that we will never discover? Convicting the Innocent makes a
powerful case for systemic reforms to improve the accuracy of all criminal cases.
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From reader reviews:

Geraldine Matson:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be upgrade about what going on or data even
knowledge to make these keep up with the era and that is always change and advance. Some of you maybe
may update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems coming to you
actually is you don't know what type you should start with. This Convicting the Innocent: Where Criminal
Prosecutions Go Wrong is our recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, as this book
serves what you want and need in this era.

Edna Kissel:

This Convicting the Innocent: Where Criminal Prosecutions Go Wrong are usually reliable for you who want
to be described as a successful person, why. The main reason of this Convicting the Innocent: Where
Criminal Prosecutions Go Wrong can be one of several great books you must have is actually giving you
more than just simple examining food but feed you with information that perhaps will shock your before
knowledge. This book is usually handy, you can bring it everywhere and whenever your conditions in the e-
book and printed ones. Beside that this Convicting the Innocent: Where Criminal Prosecutions Go Wrong
forcing you to have an enormous of experience for example rich vocabulary, giving you test of critical
thinking that we understand it useful in your day exercise. So , let's have it and enjoy reading.

Sandra Lester:

The actual book Convicting the Innocent: Where Criminal Prosecutions Go Wrong will bring someone to the
new experience of reading a new book. The author style to elucidate the idea is very unique. Should you try
to find new book to see, this book very ideal to you. The book Convicting the Innocent: Where Criminal
Prosecutions Go Wrong is much recommended to you to study. You can also get the e-book from official
web site, so you can quicker to read the book.

Allison Morales:

As a pupil exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library or to make
summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's heart or real their
interest. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to go to the library. They go to generally there but
nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring and can't see colorful pics
on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As we know that on this period,
many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore ,
this Convicting the Innocent: Where Criminal Prosecutions Go Wrong can make you truly feel more
interested to read.
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