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Sometimes he dreamt he held her; that he would turn in bed and she would be there. But she was gone and
he was old. Nearly seventy. Only cool paint met his fingers. “Ma très chère . . .” Darkness started to fall,
dimming the paintings. He felt the crumpled letter in his pocket. “I loved you so,” he said. “I never would
have had it turn out as it did. You were with all of us when we began, you gave us courage. These gardens at
Giverny are for you but I’m old and you’re forever young and will never see them. . . .”
 
In the mid-nineteenth century, a young man named Claude Monet decided that he would rather endure a
difficult life painting landscapes than take over his father’s nautical supplies business in a French seaside
town. Against his father’s will, and with nothing but a dream and an insatiable urge to create a new style of
art that repudiated the Classical Realism of the time, he set off for Paris.
 
But once there he is confronted with obstacles: an art world that refused to validate his style, extreme
poverty, and a war that led him away from his home and friends. But there were bright spots as well: his
deep, enduring friendships with men named Renoir, Cézanne, Pissarro, Manet – a group that together would
come to be known as the Impressionists, and that supported each other through the difficult years. But even
more illuminating was his lifelong love, Camille Doncieux, a beautiful, upper-class Parisian girl who threw
away her privileged life to be by the side of the defiant painter and embrace the lively Bohemian life of their
time.
 
His muse, his best friend, his passionate lover, and the mother to his two children, Camille stayed with
Monet—and believed in his work—even as they lived in wretched rooms, were sometimes kicked out of
those, and often suffered the indignities of destitution. She comforted him during his frequent emotional
torments, even when he would leave her for long periods to go off on his own to paint in the countryside.
 
But Camille had her own demons – secrets that  Monet could never penetrate, including one that when
eventually revealed would pain him so deeply that he would never fully recover from its impact. For though
Camille never once stopped loving the painter with her entire being, she was not immune to the loneliness
that often came with being his partner.
 
A vividly-rendered portrait of both the rise of Impressionism and of the artist at the center of the movement,
Claude and Camille is above all a love story of the highest romantic order.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Lorenzo Brown:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important work, like
looking for your favorite e-book and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your short lived problem;
you can add your knowledge by the guide entitled Claude & Camille. Try to make the book Claude &
Camille as your buddy. It means that it can to be your friend when you feel alone and beside that of course
make you smarter than before. Yeah, it is very fortuned for yourself. The book makes you considerably more
confidence because you can know every thing by the book. So , we need to make new experience along with
knowledge with this book.

Lois Bottoms:

This Claude & Camille book is not ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The
benefit you get by reading this book is usually information inside this book incredible fresh, you will get
information which is getting deeper a person read a lot of information you will get. This Claude & Camille
without we comprehend teach the one who reading it become critical in thinking and analyzing. Don't
become worry Claude & Camille can bring whenever you are and not make your case space or bookshelves'
turn into full because you can have it in the lovely laptop even cellphone. This Claude & Camille having
good arrangement in word along with layout, so you will not feel uninterested in reading.

Susan Gaier:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or go to the outside with them family or
their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, as well as
playing video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity here is look different you can read the
book. It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent the entire day to
reading a reserve. The book Claude & Camille it doesn't matter what good to read. There are a lot of people
who recommended this book. These were enjoying reading this book. If you did not have enough space to
develop this book you can buy the particular e-book. You can m0ore quickly to read this book from the
smart phone. The price is not very costly but this book features high quality.

David Gonzales:

Is it you who having spare time and then spend it whole day by means of watching television programs or
just resting on the bed? Do you need something new? This Claude & Camille can be the answer, oh how
comes? It's a book you know. You are and so out of date, spending your time by reading in this completely
new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these publications have than the others?
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