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Ruth Herskovits Gutmann’s powerful memoir recounts her life not only as a concentration camp inmate and
survivor, but also as a sister and daughter. Born in 1928, Gutmann and her twin sister, Eva, escaped the
growing Nazi threat in Germany on a Kindertransport to Holland in 1939. The false expectation of being
allowed to immigrate to Cuba as a family led her father, Samuel Herskovits, to bring the twins back to
Hannover in 1941. Rather than receive travel visas, however, they, their father, and their stepmother, Mania,
were arrested and deported first to Thereisenstadt and then Auschwitz-Birkenau. After their parents were
killed, the girls spent the remainder of the war in numerous other camps.

 

Gutmann’s compelling story captures many facets of the Jewish experience in Nazi Germany. She describes
her early life in Hannover as the daughter of a prominent and patriotic member of the Jewish community.
Her flight on the Kindertransport offers a vivid, firsthand account of that effort to save the children of Jewish
families. Her memories of the camps include coming to the attention of Josef Mengele, who often used twins
in human experiments. Gutmann writes with moving clarity and nuance about the complex feelings of
survivorship.

 

Gutmann paints a multifaceted portrait of her father, Samuel. A leader in the Jewish community of
Hannover, he was cajoled, coerced, and ultimately forced to communicate with and cooperate with Nazi and
public officials. Gutmann uses her own memories as well as years of reflection and academic study to
reevaluate his role in their community. A Final Reckoning provides not only insights into Gutmann’s own
experience as a child in the midst of the atrocities of the Holocaust, but also a window into the lives of those,
like her father, who were forced to carry on and comply with the regime that would ultimately bring about
their demise.
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From reader reviews:

Timothy Roesch:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different content.
We all know that that book is very important for us. The book A Final Reckoning: A Hannover Family's Life
and Death in the Shoah (Judaic Studies Series) has been making you to know about other know-how and of
course you can take more information. It is extremely advantages for you. The publication A Final
Reckoning: A Hannover Family's Life and Death in the Shoah (Judaic Studies Series) is not only giving you
far more new information but also to become your friend when you truly feel bored. You can spend your
spend time to read your reserve. Try to make relationship with the book A Final Reckoning: A Hannover
Family's Life and Death in the Shoah (Judaic Studies Series). You never experience lose out for everything if
you read some books.

David Smith:

The reserve with title A Final Reckoning: A Hannover Family's Life and Death in the Shoah (Judaic Studies
Series) contains a lot of information that you can understand it. You can get a lot of advantage after read this
book. This kind of book exist new know-how the information that exist in this publication represented the
condition of the world right now. That is important to yo7u to find out how the improvement of the world.
This specific book will bring you within new era of the the positive effect. You can read the e-book on the
smart phone, so you can read it anywhere you want.

Hazel Fletcher:

Precisely why? Because this A Final Reckoning: A Hannover Family's Life and Death in the Shoah (Judaic
Studies Series) is an unordinary book that the inside of the reserve waiting for you to snap the item but latter
it will zap you with the secret that inside. Reading this book adjacent to it was fantastic author who have
write the book in such remarkable way makes the content within easier to understand, entertaining approach
but still convey the meaning entirely. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this ever again or you
going to regret it. This unique book will give you a lot of rewards than the other book have got such as help
improving your expertise and your critical thinking approach. So , still want to hold off having that book? If I
were being you I will go to the guide store hurriedly.

Marlene Clabaugh:

This A Final Reckoning: A Hannover Family's Life and Death in the Shoah (Judaic Studies Series) is great
book for you because the content which can be full of information for you who also always deal with world
and have to make decision every minute. This kind of book reveal it details accurately using great coordinate
word or we can state no rambling sentences within it. So if you are read the idea hurriedly you can have
whole facts in it. Doesn't mean it only gives you straight forward sentences but challenging core information
with attractive delivering sentences. Having A Final Reckoning: A Hannover Family's Life and Death in the



Shoah (Judaic Studies Series) in your hand like finding the world in your arm, details in it is not ridiculous
one particular. We can say that no reserve that offer you world within ten or fifteen small right but this guide
already do that. So , this can be good reading book. Heya Mr. and Mrs. hectic do you still doubt which?
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