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In this dramatic and compelling narrative, anthropologist Don Kulick follows the lives of a group of
transgendered prostitutes (called travestis in Portuguese) in the Brazilian city Salvador. Travestis are males
who, often beginning at ages as young as ten, adopt female names, clothing styles, hairstyles, and linguistic
pronouns. More dramatically, they ingest massive doses of female hormones and inject up to twenty liters of
industrial silicone into their bodies to create breasts, wide hips, and large thighs and buttocks. Despite such
irreversible physiological changes, virtually no travesti identifies herself as a woman. Moreover, travestis
regard any male who does so as mentally disturbed.

Kulick analyzes the various ways travestis modify their bodies, explores the motivations that lead them to
choose this particular gendered identity, and examines the complex relationships that they maintain with one
another, their boyfriends, and their families. Kulick also looks at how travestis earn their living through
prostitution and discusses the reasons prostitution, for most travestis, is a positive and affirmative
experience.

Arguing that transgenderism never occurs in a "natural" or arbitrary form, Kulick shows how it is created in
specific social contexts and assumes specific social forms. Furthermore, Kulick suggests that travestis—far
from deviating from normative gendered expectations—may in fact distill and perfect the messages that give
meaning to gender throughout Brazilian society and possibly throughout much of Latin America.

Through Kulick's engaging voice and sharp analysis, this elegantly rendered account is not only a landmark
study in its discipline but also a fascinating read for anyone interested in sexuality and gender.
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From reader reviews:

Kim Duncan:

With other case, little persons like to read book Travesti: Sex, Gender, and Culture among Brazilian
Transgendered Prostitutes (Worlds of Desire: The Chicago Series on Sexuality, Gender, and Culture). You
can choose the best book if you like reading a book. So long as we know about how is important the book
Travesti: Sex, Gender, and Culture among Brazilian Transgendered Prostitutes (Worlds of Desire: The
Chicago Series on Sexuality, Gender, and Culture). You can add know-how and of course you can around
the world by just a book. Absolutely right, since from book you can know everything! From your country
until eventually foreign or abroad you will find yourself known. About simple issue until wonderful thing
you may know that. In this era, we could open a book or searching by internet device. It is called e-book.
You need to use it when you feel uninterested to go to the library. Let's examine.

Mary McHugh:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students because they are still students or this for all people in the
world, the actual best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that question above. Every person has
various personality and hobby per other. Don't to be forced someone or something that they don't want do
that. You must know how great in addition to important the book Travesti: Sex, Gender, and Culture among
Brazilian Transgendered Prostitutes (Worlds of Desire: The Chicago Series on Sexuality, Gender, and
Culture). All type of book can you see on many methods. You can look for the internet resources or other
social media.

David Whetstone:

As people who live in often the modest era should be upgrade about what going on or facts even knowledge
to make all of them keep up with the era that is always change and move forward. Some of you maybe can
update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems coming to an
individual is you don't know what one you should start with. This Travesti: Sex, Gender, and Culture among
Brazilian Transgendered Prostitutes (Worlds of Desire: The Chicago Series on Sexuality, Gender, and
Culture) is our recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves what you
want and wish in this era.

Mary Brown:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
thus. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of new
information. When you read a e-book you will get new information since book is one of various ways to
share the information as well as their idea. Second, looking at a book will make a person more imaginative.
When you studying a book especially fiction book the author will bring one to imagine the story how the
characters do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to other people. When you read this



Travesti: Sex, Gender, and Culture among Brazilian Transgendered Prostitutes (Worlds of Desire: The
Chicago Series on Sexuality, Gender, and Culture), you may tells your family, friends in addition to soon
about yours e-book. Your knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make them reading a e-book.
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