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In Schooling in the Antebellum South, Sarah L. Hyde analyzes educational development in the Gulf South
before the Civil War, not only revealing a thriving private and public education system, but also offering
insight into the worldview and aspirations of the people inhabiting the region. While historians have tended
to emphasize that much of the antebellum South had no public school system and offered education only to
elites in private institutions, Hyde’s work suggests a different pattern of development in Louisiana,
Mississippi, and Alabama, where citizens actually worked to extend schooling across the region. As a result,
students learned in a variety of settings—in their own homes with a family member or hired tutor, at private
or parochial schools, and in public free schools. Regardless of the venue, Hyde shows that the ubiquity of
learning in the region proves how highly southerners valued education.

As early as the 1820s and 1830s, legislators in these states sought to increase access to education for less
wealthy residents through financial assistance to private schools. Urban governments in the region were the
first to acquiesce to voters’ demands, establishing public schools in New Orleans, Natchez, and Mobile. The
success of these schools led residents in rural areas to lobby their local legislatures for similar opportunities.
Despite an economic downturn in the late 1830s that limited legislative appropriations for education, the
economic recovery of the 1840s ushered in a new era of educational progress.

The return of prosperity, Hyde suggests, coincided with the maturation of Jacksonian democracy—a political
philosophy that led southerners to demand access to privileges formerly reserved for the elite, including
schooling. Hyde explains that while Jacksonian ideology inspired voters to lobby for schools, the value
southerners placed on learning was rooted in republicanism: they believed a representative democracy
needed an educated populace to survive. Consequently, by 1860 all three states had established statewide
public school systems. Schooling in the Antebellum South successfully challenges the conventional wisdom
that an elitist educational system prevailed in the South and adds historical depth to an understanding of the
value placed on public schooling in the region.
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From reader reviews:

Guadalupe Winn:

This Schooling in the Antebellum South: The Rise of Public and Private Education in Louisiana, Mississippi,
and Alabama tend to be reliable for you who want to become a successful person, why. The key reason why
of this Schooling in the Antebellum South: The Rise of Public and Private Education in Louisiana,
Mississippi, and Alabama can be among the great books you must have is definitely giving you more than
just simple reading food but feed you with information that possibly will shock your prior knowledge. This
book will be handy, you can bring it everywhere you go and whenever your conditions throughout the e-
book and printed kinds. Beside that this Schooling in the Antebellum South: The Rise of Public and Private
Education in Louisiana, Mississippi, and Alabama forcing you to have an enormous of experience for
example rich vocabulary, giving you demo of critical thinking that could it useful in your day activity. So ,
let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

Jesse Valles:

The reserve untitled Schooling in the Antebellum South: The Rise of Public and Private Education in
Louisiana, Mississippi, and Alabama is the publication that recommended to you to see. You can see the
quality of the book content that will be shown to you. The language that writer use to explained their way of
doing something is easily to understand. The author was did a lot of analysis when write the book, hence the
information that they share to your account is absolutely accurate. You also will get the e-book of Schooling
in the Antebellum South: The Rise of Public and Private Education in Louisiana, Mississippi, and Alabama
from the publisher to make you considerably more enjoy free time.

Freddie Hoops:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them family
or their friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching TV, or maybe
playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity this is look different you can read
any book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent the whole day to
reading a e-book. The book Schooling in the Antebellum South: The Rise of Public and Private Education in
Louisiana, Mississippi, and Alabama it is quite good to read. There are a lot of those who recommended this
book. These were enjoying reading this book. In case you did not have enough space to deliver this book you
can buy typically the e-book. You can m0ore effortlessly to read this book from your smart phone. The price
is not to fund but this book possesses high quality.

Danny Exum:

Schooling in the Antebellum South: The Rise of Public and Private Education in Louisiana, Mississippi, and
Alabama can be one of your beginner books that are good idea. All of us recommend that straight away
because this book has good vocabulary that could increase your knowledge in language, easy to understand,



bit entertaining but delivering the information. The article author giving his/her effort to set every word into
enjoyment arrangement in writing Schooling in the Antebellum South: The Rise of Public and Private
Education in Louisiana, Mississippi, and Alabama yet doesn't forget the main level, giving the reader the
hottest and based confirm resource data that maybe you can be considered one of it. This great information
may drawn you into brand new stage of crucial contemplating.
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