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Finally breaking through heterosexual clichés of flirtatious belles and cavaliers, sinister black rapists and
lusty "Jezebels," Cotton’s Queer Relations exposes the queer dynamics embedded in myths of the southern
plantation. Focusing on works by Ernest J. Gaines, William Faulkner, Tennessee Williams, Lillian Hellman,
Katherine Anne Porter, Margaret Walker, William Styron, and Arna Bontemps, Michael P. Bibler shows
how each one uses figures of same-sex intimacy to suggest a more progressive alternative to the pervasive
inequalities tied historically and symbolically to the South’s most iconic institution.

Bibler looks specifically at relationships between white men of the planter class, between plantation
mistresses and black maids, and between black men, arguing that while the texts portray the plantation as a
rigid hierarchy of differences, these queer relations privilege a notion of sexual sameness that joins the
individuals as equals in a system where equality is rare indeed. Bibler reveals how these models of queer
egalitarianism attempt to reconcile the plantation’s regional legacies with national debates about equality and
democracy, particularly during the eras of the New Deal, World War II, and the civil rights movement.
Cotton’s Queer Relations charts bold new territory in southern studies and queer studies alike, bringing
together history and cultural theory to offer innovative readings of classic southern texts.

A book in the American Literatures Initiative (ALI), a collaborative publishing project supported by The
Andrew W. Mellon Foundation. For more information, please visit www.americanliteratures.org.
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From reader reviews:

Sylvia Johnson:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With reading through you can get a lot
of information that could give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world may share their
idea. Books can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire their reader with their story or
perhaps their experience. Not only the story that share in the ebooks. But also they write about the
information about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
your children, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors on earth always try to improve
their proficiency in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write on their book. One of them
is this Cotton's Queer Relations: Same-Sex Intimacy and the Literature of the Southern Plantation, 1936-
1968 (American Literatures Initiative).

James Oliver:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them family
members or their friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, or
even playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity here is look different you can
read a book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent 24 hours a day to reading a
publication. The book Cotton's Queer Relations: Same-Sex Intimacy and the Literature of the Southern
Plantation, 1936-1968 (American Literatures Initiative) it doesn't matter what good to read. There are a lot of
folks that recommended this book. They were enjoying reading this book. In case you did not have enough
space to create this book you can buy the e-book. You can m0ore very easily to read this book from the
smart phone. The price is not too expensive but this book possesses high quality.

James Fomby:

The reason why? Because this Cotton's Queer Relations: Same-Sex Intimacy and the Literature of the
Southern Plantation, 1936-1968 (American Literatures Initiative) is an unordinary book that the inside of the
e-book waiting for you to snap the idea but latter it will zap you with the secret the idea inside. Reading this
book next to it was fantastic author who also write the book in such wonderful way makes the content
interior easier to understand, entertaining technique but still convey the meaning thoroughly. So , it is good
for you for not hesitating having this ever again or you going to regret it. This amazing book will give you a
lot of rewards than the other book get such as help improving your ability and your critical thinking means.
So , still want to hesitate having that book? If I have been you I will go to the guide store hurriedly.

Ellen McNulty:

Within this era which is the greater individual or who has ability in doing something more are more valuable
than other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple way to have that. What you have to
do is just spending your time not very much but quite enough to get a look at some books. One of the books



in the top collection in your reading list is actually Cotton's Queer Relations: Same-Sex Intimacy and the
Literature of the Southern Plantation, 1936-1968 (American Literatures Initiative). This book which can be
qualified as The Hungry Inclines can get you closer in turning out to be precious person. By looking upwards
and review this publication you can get many advantages.
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