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How can schools teach the skills required for a strong democracy to flourish? What Kind of Citizen? asks
readers to imagine the kind of society they would like to live in—and then shows the ways in which schools
can be used to make that vision a reality. Westheimer draws on groundbreaking research on school programs
and policies to sharply critique the current direction of school reform. He points to the many varied and
powerful ways to teach children and young adults to engage critically, to think about social issues, and to
participate in authentic debate that acknowledges that intelligent adults can have different opinions.  But
today’s teachers are being forced to abandon these practices in favor of test-preparation in only a very
narrow set of academic subjects. How did this happen? What can we do to set schools back on the right
track?  How can we realign school goals with what research shows parents, children, and teachers actually
care about?  How can we save our schools from today’s myopic interpretation of what constitutes an
education?  Westheimer answers these questions and makes a powerful call for schools to become more
engaging, more democratic, and more educative.

“Among the many casualties of a preoccupation with rigor and accountability is the prospect of education for
meaningful democratic citizenship. In this refreshingly accessible book, Westheimer not only makes that
point but explains the importance of helping students to think critically and question tradition. He issues a
welcome invitation to connect our conception of the ideal school to its impact on our broader society.”
—Alfie Kohn, bestselling author

“What does it mean to be a democratic citizen? And what kind of education produces one? For the past 2
decades, Joel Westheimer has been one of North America's most knowledgeable and able guides to these
critical issues. Along the way, he has forced us to reconsider the larger goals and purposes of our public
schools. His book will provide an invaluable roadmap for anyone who asks the big questions, no matter what
they think of his answers.”
—Jonathan Zimmerman, New York University

“In this highly readable, persuasive book, Joel Westheimer reminds us that, in our zeal for higher test scores,
we seem to have forgotten the highest aim of education—to produce better people, more thoughtful citizens.”
—Nel Noddings, Stanford University
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From reader reviews:

Kimberly Niemeyer:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students since they're still students or the item for all people in the
world, the particular best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that concern above. Every person has
diverse personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that they
don't need do that. You must know how great along with important the book What Kind of Citizen?
Educating Our Children for the Common Good. All type of book can you see on many resources. You can
look for the internet resources or other social media.

Angela Thomas:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information today can get by anyone on everywhere.
The information can be a expertise or any news even restricted. What people must be consider if those
information which is from the former life are hard to be find than now could be taking seriously which one is
suitable to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you receive the unstable resource then
you buy it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All of those possibilities will not
happen in you if you take What Kind of Citizen? Educating Our Children for the Common Good as the daily
resource information.

Kelly Spinney:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our know-how for everything. By a guide we can know
everything we wish. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every year has
been exactly added. This e-book What Kind of Citizen? Educating Our Children for the Common Good was
filled about science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your research competence. Some
people has diverse feel when they reading a new book. If you know how big selling point of a book, you can
feel enjoy to read a publication. In the modern era like now, many ways to get book that you just wanted.

John Stevenson:

Some people said that they feel weary when they reading a publication. They are directly felt it when they
get a half areas of the book. You can choose the actual book What Kind of Citizen? Educating Our Children
for the Common Good to make your reading is interesting. Your skill of reading talent is developing when
you just like reading. Try to choose basic book to make you enjoy to read it and mingle the idea about book
and reading especially. It is to be 1st opinion for you to like to open up a book and go through it. Beside that
the publication What Kind of Citizen? Educating Our Children for the Common Good can to be your brand
new friend when you're sense alone and confuse with what must you're doing of that time.
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