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On an otherwise ordinary Sunday morning in 1964, millions of Roman Catholics around the world
experienced history. For the first time in centuries, they attended masses that were conducted mostly in their
native tongues. This occasion marked only the first of many profound changes to emanate from the Second
Vatican Council (1962-1965). Known popularly as Vatican II, it would soon give rise to the most far-
reaching religious transformation since the Reformation.

In this groundbreaking work of cultural and historical sociology, Melissa Wilde offers a new explanation for
this revolutionary transformation of the Church. Drawing on newly available sources--including a collection
of interviews with the Council's key bishops and cardinals, and primary documents from the Vatican Secret
Archive that have never before been seen by researchers--Wilde demonstrates that the pronouncements of
the Council were not merely reflections of papal will, but the product of a dramatic confrontation between
progressives and conservatives that began during the first days of the Council. The outcome of this
confrontation was determined by a number of factors: the Church's decline in Latin America; its competition
and dialogue with other faiths, particularly Protestantism, in northern Europe and North America; and
progressive clerics' deep belief in the holiness of compromise and their penchant for consensus building.

Wilde's account will fascinate not only those interested in Vatican II but anyone who wants to understand the
social underpinnings of religious change.
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From reader reviews:

Raul Warren:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With examining you can
get a lot of information that can give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world can easily
share their idea. Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire their very own reader
with their story or perhaps their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the guides. But also they
write about the knowledge about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl,
or how to teach your kids, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors nowadays always try to
improve their skill in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write for their book. One of
them is this Vatican II: A Sociological Analysis of Religious Change.

Stacey Williams:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their down time with their
family, or their own friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, gonna beach, or
picnic inside park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something different
to fill your current free time/ holiday? May be reading a book can be option to fill your free time/ holiday.
The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you want to try out
look for book, may be the publication untitled Vatican II: A Sociological Analysis of Religious Change can
be great book to read. May be it can be best activity to you.

Cheryl Reese:

Often the book Vatican II: A Sociological Analysis of Religious Change has a lot of information on it. So
when you check out this book you can get a lot of advantage. The book was compiled by the very famous
author. Mcdougal makes some research previous to write this book. This book very easy to read you can get
the point easily after looking over this book.

Christopher Evan:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind skill or
thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book as compared to can
satisfy your short time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find e-book that need more
time to be study. Vatican II: A Sociological Analysis of Religious Change can be your answer mainly
because it can be read by a person who have those short extra time problems.
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