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Featuring the first-ever English translation of the "Splendid Vision Sutra," a sixth-century Indian Mahayana
Buddhist scripture known for its rich ritual magic and worship of bodhisattva-goddesses, this volume
explicates the text's cultural significance as a source of extraordinary value, cosmic truth, and existential
meaning.

The ancient author of the "Splendid Vision Sutra" promises every imaginable reward to those who heed its
words and rites, whether one's desire is to become king, enjoy heavenly pleasures for thousands of millennia,
or attain the spiritual summit of advanced bodhisattvahood. Richard S. Cohen carefully analyzes this
religious rhetoric, developing a heuristic model of "scripture" that extends beyond Buddhist literature. In his
framework, a text becomes sacred scripture when a community accepts it as a receptacle of extraordinary
value, an authoritative source of cosmic truth, and a guide for meaningful action. While clarifying these
points, Cohen untangles the discursive skein through which the "Splendid Vision Sutra" expresses its
authority, inspires readers to accept that authority, and promises superior power and accomplishments to
those who implement its teachings. Exploring ways of living and reading a text, Cohen draws on Marcel
Duchamp's theory of found art, Jerzy Grotowski's idealization of the holy actor, and other formulations,
identifying contingencies, uncertainties, and incompleteness in the lived present and its determination of our
reception of the past. More than a mere introduction to an important work, The Splendid Vision opens a
window into religious experience and practice in contemporary environments as well as in the world of the
sutra.
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From reader reviews:

Stephan Stephens:

This The Splendid Vision: Reading a Buddhist Sutra book is just not ordinary book, you have after that it the
world is in your hands. The benefit you will get by reading this book is information inside this e-book
incredible fresh, you will get data which is getting deeper you read a lot of information you will get. This
The Splendid Vision: Reading a Buddhist Sutra without we recognize teach the one who looking at it
become critical in pondering and analyzing. Don't end up being worry The Splendid Vision: Reading a
Buddhist Sutra can bring whenever you are and not make your bag space or bookshelves' turn into full
because you can have it within your lovely laptop even telephone. This The Splendid Vision: Reading a
Buddhist Sutra having great arrangement in word along with layout, so you will not sense uninterested in
reading.

Patricia Thomas:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also turn into a life style. This reading routine give you lot
of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge the actual information inside the book this
improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what kind of reserve you read,
if you want have more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want sense happy read one with
theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. Often the The Splendid Vision: Reading a Buddhist Sutra
is kind of e-book which is giving the reader capricious experience.

Shawn Martinez:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with close friends is thing
that usually you might have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try point that really opposite
from that. One particular activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you are ride on and with addition info. Even you love The Splendid Vision: Reading a Buddhist
Sutra, it is possible to enjoy both. It is great combination right, you still would like to miss it? What kind of
hangout type is it? Oh come on its mind hangout folks. What? Still don't obtain it, oh come on its referred to
as reading friends.

Emmett Willett:

Can you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store? Aim
to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't determine book by its cover may doesn't work
at this point is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the
outside appear likes. Maybe you answer is usually The Splendid Vision: Reading a Buddhist Sutra why
because the fantastic cover that make you consider concerning the content will not disappoint a person. The
inside or content is fantastic as the outside or cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly assist you to pick up
this book.
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