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The status of the apocryphal (or deuterocanonical) books has been one of
the longstanding areas of disagreement among various Christian
traditions. David deSilva suggests, however, that whether one views
these books as Scripture (Catholic and Eastern Orthodox Christians) or
not (Protestant Christians), these books should be read and studied for
their inherent value.
The books of the Apocrypha are a witness to
faith, specifically the faith of Jewish people living from 200 B.C.E. to
100 C.E. Contemporary Christian readers find these books to be
surprisingly relevant. In addition, they provide essential historical
background for understanding the Judaism of Jesus¹ day and the Jewish
matrix of early Christianity.

After explaining the value of
studying the Apocrypha and surveying the historical context from which
these writings emerged, deSilva proceeds through each book of the
Apocrypha (as found in the NRSV). Using all the tools of a skilled
interpreter, he provides the necessary background details (date,
circumstances of writing, etc.) before surveying the content and message
of each book. Along the way, readers are introduced to connections
between the Apocrypha and the Old and New Testaments and are encouraged
to embark upon their own exploration of these fascinating books.

Especially
suitable for classroom settings, this substantive, up-to-date, and
well-written volume is accessible to and will be enjoyed by clergy and
laity as well.

"DeSilva does a fine job of placing the Apocrypha within the historical context of the Jewish world in which
early Christianity was forged."--Publishers Weekly
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From reader reviews:

Belia Gillespie:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important thing for us
to understand everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or even goal; it means that e-book has
different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their time to read a book. They are really reading
whatever they take because their hobby is actually reading a book. How about the person who don't like
studying a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book if they found difficult problem or perhaps
exercise. Well, probably you'll have this Introducing the Apocrypha: Message, Context, and Significance.

Ester Beckles:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time? Yes,
you can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take
a walk, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book allowed Introducing
the Apocrypha: Message, Context, and Significance? Maybe it is for being best activity for you. You realize
beside you can spend your time along with your favorite's book, you can smarter than before. Do you agree
with it is opinion or you have additional opinion?

Robert Alston:

Book is definitely written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can realize everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. As you may know that book is important factor to bring us around the
world. Adjacent to that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A reserve Introducing the Apocrypha:
Message, Context, and Significance will make you to become smarter. You can feel far more confidence if
you can know about almost everything. But some of you think in which open or reading any book make you
bored. It is not necessarily make you fun. Why they are often thought like that? Have you looking for best
book or appropriate book with you?

Irish Watts:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our expertise for everything. By a book we can know
everything we would like. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every
year has been exactly added. This publication Introducing the Apocrypha: Message, Context, and
Significance was filled concerning science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your
scientific research competence. Some people has diverse feel when they reading any book. If you know how
big good thing about a book, you can sense enjoy to read a book. In the modern era like at this point, many
ways to get book that you simply wanted.
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