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The genial but troubled New Englander whose single-minded partisan loyalties inflamed the nation's
simmering battle over savery

Charming and handsome, Franklin Pierce of New Hampshire was drafted to break the deadlock of the 1852
Democratic convention. Though he seized the White House in alandslide against the imploding Whig Party,
he proved adismal failurein office.

Michael F. Holt, aleading historian of nineteenth-century partisan politics, argues that in the wake of the
Whig collapse, Pierce was consumed by an obsessive drive to unify his splintering party rather than the
roiling country. He soon began to overreach. Word leaked that Pierce wanted Spain to sell the slave-owning
island of Cubato the United States, rousing sectional divisions. Then he supported repeal of the Missouri
Compromise, which limited the expansion of davery in the west. Violence broke out, and "Bleeding Kansas"
spurred the formation of the Republican Party. By the end of his term, Pierce's beloved party had ruptured,
and he lost the nomination to James Buchanan.

In thisincisive account, Holt shows how a flawed leader, so dedicated to his party and ill-suited for the
presidency, hastened the approach of the Civil War.
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From reader reviews:
Cheryl Dawkins:

The book Franklin Pierce: The American Presidents Series: The 14th President, 1853-1857 gives you the
sense of being enjoy for your spare time. Y ou may use to make your capable far more increase. Book can to
become your best friend when you getting strain or having big problem using your subject. If you can make
looking at abook Franklin Pierce: The American Presidents Series: The 14th President, 1853-1857 to
become your habit, you can get considerably more advantages, like add your personal capable, increase your
knowledge about afew or al subjects. It is possible to know everything if you like available and read a guide
Franklin Pierce: The American Presidents Series: The 14th President, 1853-1857. Kinds of book are several.
It means that, science reserve or encyclopedia or others. So , how do you think about this guide?

Winston Nakashima;

Do you among people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold on guys
this particular aren't like that. This Franklin Pierce: The American Presidents Series. The 14th President,
1853-1857 book is readable by simply you who hate the perfect word style. Y ou will find the information
here are arrange for enjoyabl e reading experience without leaving actually decrease the knowledge that want
to provide to you. The writer associated with Franklin Pierce: The American Presidents Series: The 14th
President, 1853-1857 content conveys the thought easily to understand by many individuals. The printed and
e-book are not different in the articles but it just different asit. So , do you nonethel ess thinking Franklin
Pierce: The American Presidents Series: The 14th President, 1853-1857 is not loveable to be your top list
reading book?

George Finch:

Y ou can spend your free time you just read this book this guide. This Franklin Pierce: The American
Presidents Series: The 14th President, 1853-1857 is simple to create you can read it in the area, in the beach,
train in addition to soon. If you did not have got much space to bring the particular printed book, you can buy
typically the e-book. It is make you easier to read it. Y ou can save the book in your smart phone. And so
there are alot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Roger Cooper:

A lot of reserve has printed but it differs. Y ou can get it by net on social media. Y ou can choose the best
book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever by means of searching from it. It isreferred to as of book
Franklin Pierce: The American Presidents Series: The 14th President, 1853-1857. Y ou can add your
knowledge by it. Without leaving the printed book, it may add your knowledge and make an individual
happier to read. It is most critical that, you must aware about publication. It can bring you from one place to
other place.
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