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A sleepwalking, homicidal nursemaid; a "morally vacant" juvenile poisoner; a man driven to arson by a
"lesion of the will"; an articulate and poised man on trial for assault who, while conducting his own defense,
undergoes a profound personality change and becomes a wild and delusional "alter." These people are not
characters from a mystery novelist's vivid imagination, but rather defendants who were tried at the Old
Bailey, London's central criminal court, in the mid-nineteenth century. In Unconscious Crime, Joel Peter
Eigen explores these and other cases in which defendants did not conform to any of the Victorian legal
system's existing definitions of insanity yet displayed convincing evidence of mental aberration. Instead,
they were?or claimed to be?"missing," "absent," or "unconscious": lucid, though unaware of their actions.

Based on extensive research in the Old Bailey Sessions Papers (verbatim courtroom narratives taken down in
shorthand during the trial and sold on the street the following day), Eigen's book reveals a growing
estrangement between law and medicine over the legal concept of the Person as a rational and purposeful
actor with a clear understanding of consequences. The McNaughtan Rules of l843 had formalized the
Victorian insanity plea, guiding the courts in cases of alleged delusion and derangement. But as Eigen makes
clear in the cases he discovered, even though defense attorneys attempted to broaden the definition of
insanity to include mental absence, the courts and physicians who testified as experts were wary of these
novel challenges to the idea of human agency and responsibility. Combining the colorful intrigue of
courtroom drama and the keen insights of social history, Unconscious Crime depicts Victorian England's
legal and medical cultures confronting a new understanding of human behavior, and provocatively suggests
these trials represent the earliest incarnation of double consciousness and multiple personality disorder.
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From reader reviews:

Geraldine Dube:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children until adult are different content. To be sure that
book is very important usually. The book Unconscious Crime: Mental Absence and Criminal Responsibility
in Victorian London had been making you to know about other expertise and of course you can take more
information. It is extremely advantages for you. The e-book Unconscious Crime: Mental Absence and
Criminal Responsibility in Victorian London is not only giving you far more new information but also to be
your friend when you sense bored. You can spend your current spend time to read your guide. Try to make
relationship while using book Unconscious Crime: Mental Absence and Criminal Responsibility in Victorian
London. You never really feel lose out for everything when you read some books.

Antoinette Hogg:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or go to the outside with them friends and
family or their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or playing
video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity here is look different you can read a
book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent the whole day to reading a
book. The book Unconscious Crime: Mental Absence and Criminal Responsibility in Victorian London it is
very good to read. There are a lot of those who recommended this book. We were holding enjoying reading
this book. When you did not have enough space to deliver this book you can buy the e-book. You can m0ore
simply to read this book through your smart phone. The price is not to cover but this book has high quality.

Patsy Hall:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book
when compared with can satisfy your short space of time to read it because pretty much everything time you
only find book that need more time to be go through. Unconscious Crime: Mental Absence and Criminal
Responsibility in Victorian London can be your answer given it can be read by you who have those short
spare time problems.

Eleanor Sotomayor:

It is possible to spend your free time you just read this book this reserve. This Unconscious Crime: Mental
Absence and Criminal Responsibility in Victorian London is simple to create you can read it in the
playground, in the beach, train in addition to soon. If you did not have much space to bring typically the
printed book, you can buy often the e-book. It is make you simpler to read it. You can save the actual book in
your smart phone. And so there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.
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