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In the publicity surrounding global warming, climate scientists are usually the experts consulted by the
media. We rarely hear from geologists, who for almost two hundred years have been studying the history of
Earth's dramatic and repeated climate revolutions, as revealed in the evidence of rocks and landscapes. This
book, written by a geologist, describes the important contributions that geology has made to our
understanding of climate change. What emerges is a much more complex and nuanced picture than is usually
presented.

While the average person often gets the impression that the Earth's climate would be essentially stable if it
weren't for the deleterious effects of greenhouse gases, in fact the history of the earth over many millennia
reveals a constantly changing climate. As the author explains, several long cold eras have been punctuated
by shorter warm periods. The most recent of these warm spells, the one in which we are now living, started
ten thousand years ago; based on previous patterns, we should be about due for the return of another frigid
epoch. Some scientists even think that the warming of the planet caused by man-made greenhouse gasses
tied to agriculture in the past few thousand years may have held off the next ice age. Though this may be
possible, much remains uncertain.

But what is clearly known is that major climate shifts can be appallingly rapid--occurring over as little as
twenty or thirty years. One danger of dumping greenhouse gases into the atmosphere is that they may
increase the chance that this "climate switch" will be thrown, with catastrophic effects on worldwide
agriculture.

Besides her discussion of climate, the author includes chapters on how early naturalists pieced together the
complicated geological history of Earth, and she teaches the reader how to interpret the evidence of rock
formations and landscape patterns all around us.

Accessible and engagingly written, this book is essential reading for anyone looking to understand one of our
most important contemporary debates.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Ruth Jones:

In other case, little folks like to read book The Whole Story of Climate: What Science Reveals About the
Nature of Endless Change. You can choose the best book if you love reading a book. As long as we know
about how is important a book The Whole Story of Climate: What Science Reveals About the Nature of
Endless Change. You can add know-how and of course you can around the world by the book. Absolutely
right, since from book you can recognize everything! From your country right up until foreign or abroad you
will be known. About simple factor until wonderful thing you could know that. In this era, we can easily
open a book or perhaps searching by internet system. It is called e-book. You may use it when you feel
uninterested to go to the library. Let's go through.

Carol Hughes:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone at everywhere.
The information can be a know-how or any news even a huge concern. What people must be consider any
time those information which is inside the former life are challenging to be find than now could be taking
seriously which one is suitable to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you obtain the
unstable resource then you obtain it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All
those possibilities will not happen throughout you if you take The Whole Story of Climate: What Science
Reveals About the Nature of Endless Change as the daily resource information.

Pauline Lipman:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to pick book like comic,
quick story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not hoping The Whole Story of Climate: What
Science Reveals About the Nature of Endless Change that give your pleasure preference will be satisfied by
reading this book. Reading behavior all over the world can be said as the opportunity for people to know
world far better then how they react towards the world. It can't be mentioned constantly that reading behavior
only for the geeky person but for all of you who wants to be success person. So , for all you who want to
start reading as your good habit, you could pick The Whole Story of Climate: What Science Reveals About
the Nature of Endless Change become your current starter.

John Pace:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside using friends, fun activity along with family or
just watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by studying a book. Ugh,
you think reading a book can really hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It fine you can
have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like The Whole Story of Climate:
What Science Reveals About the Nature of Endless Change which is finding the e-book version. So , why
not try out this book? Let's find.
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