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This compelling ethnography explores the issue of cultural continuity and change as it has unfolded in the
representative Guatemala Mayan town Santiago Atitlán. Drawing on multiple sources, Robert S. Carlsen
argues that local Mayan culture survived the Spanish Conquest remarkably intact and continued to play a
defining role for much of the following five centuries. He also shows how the twentieth-century
consolidation of the Guatemalan state steadily eroded the capacity of the local Mayas to adapt to change and
ultimately caused some factions to reject—even demonize—their own history and culture. At the same time,
he explains how, after a decade of military occupation known as la violencia, Santiago Atitlán stood up in
unity to the Guatemalan Army in 1990 and forced it to leave town.This new edition looks at how Santiago
Atitlán has fared since the expulsion of the army. Carlsen explains that, initially, there was hope that the
renewed unity that had served the town so well would continue. He argues that such hopes have been
undermined by multiple sources, often with bizarre outcomes. Among the factors he examines are the impact
of transnational crime, particularly gangs with ties to Los Angeles; the rise of vigilantism and its relation to
renewed religious factionalism; the related brutal murders of followers of the traditional Mayan religion; and
the apocalyptic fervor underlying these events.
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From reader reviews:

Barbara Clarke:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? Yeah, you can
choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time to take a
go walking, shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open as well as read a book entitled The
War for the Heart and Soul of a Highland Maya Town? Maybe it is to be best activity for you. You recognize
beside you can spend your time along with your favorite's book, you can better than before. Do you agree
with its opinion or you have some other opinion?

Josephine McIntire:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be change about what going on or data even
knowledge to make these people keep up with the era which is always change and advance. Some of you
maybe will update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the problems
coming to a person is you don't know what one you should start with. This The War for the Heart and Soul
of a Highland Maya Town is our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves
what you want and wish in this era.

Kisha Hutton:

People live in this new morning of lifestyle always try to and must have the extra time or they will get lots of
stress from both day to day life and work. So , once we ask do people have extra time, we will say absolutely
of course. People is human not really a robot. Then we question again, what kind of activity do you have
when the spare time coming to you actually of course your answer may unlimited right. Then do you ever try
this one, reading books. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, typically the book you
have read will be The War for the Heart and Soul of a Highland Maya Town.

Jeffrey Chambers:

This The War for the Heart and Soul of a Highland Maya Town is great guide for you because the content
and that is full of information for you who also always deal with world and also have to make decision every
minute. This book reveal it data accurately using great arrange word or we can state no rambling sentences
within it. So if you are read this hurriedly you can have whole data in it. Doesn't mean it only provides
straight forward sentences but tricky core information with wonderful delivering sentences. Having The War
for the Heart and Soul of a Highland Maya Town in your hand like getting the world in your arm,
information in it is not ridiculous 1. We can say that no e-book that offer you world within ten or fifteen
small right but this book already do that. So , this is good reading book. Hi Mr. and Mrs. stressful do you still
doubt this?
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