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Cholera, although it can kill an adult through dehydration in half a day, is easily treated. Yet in 1992-93,
some five hundred people died from cholera in the Orinoco Delta of eastern Venezuela. In some
communities, a third of the adults died in a single night, as anthropologist Charles Briggs and Clara Mantini-
Briggs, a Venezuelan public health physician, reveal in their frontline report. Why, they ask in this moving
and thought-provoking account, did so many die near the end of the twentieth century from a bacterial
infection associated with the premodern past?

It was evident that the number of deaths resulted not only from inadequacies in medical services but also
from the failure of public health officials to inform residents that cholera was likely to arrive. Less evident
were the ways that scientists, officials, and politicians connected representations of infectious diseases with
images of social inequality. In Venezuela, cholera was racialized as officials used anthropological notions of
"culture" in deflecting blame away from their institutions and onto the victims themselves. The disease, the
space of the Orinoco Delta, and the "indigenous ethnic group" who suffered cholera all came to seem
somehow synonymous.

One of the major threats to people's health worldwide is this deadly cycle of passing the blame. Carefully
documenting how stigma, stories, and statistics circulate across borders, this first-rate ethnography
demonstrates that the process undermines all the efforts of physicians and public health officials and at the
same time contributes catastrophically to epidemics not only of cholera but also of tuberculosis, malaria,
AIDS, and other killers. The authors have harnessed their own outrage over what took place during the
epidemic and its aftermath in order to make clear the political and human stakes involved in the circulation
of narratives, resources, and germs.
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From reader reviews:

Brian Dunlap:

Book will be written, printed, or created for everything. You can learn everything you want by a guide. Book
has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important thing to bring us around the world. Alongside
that you can your reading skill was fluently. A reserve Stories in the Time of Cholera: Racial Profiling
during a Medical Nightmare will make you to become smarter. You can feel a lot more confidence if you can
know about almost everything. But some of you think this open or reading a new book make you bored. It's
not make you fun. Why they are often thought like that? Have you in search of best book or acceptable book
with you?

Charles Baker:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be upgrade about what going on or information even
knowledge to make these individuals keep up with the era which can be always change and move ahead.
Some of you maybe will certainly update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice to suit your
needs but the problems coming to an individual is you don't know what one you should start with. This
Stories in the Time of Cholera: Racial Profiling during a Medical Nightmare is our recommendation to make
you keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves what you want and want in this era.

Rachel Glidewell:

This book untitled Stories in the Time of Cholera: Racial Profiling during a Medical Nightmare to be one of
several books in which best seller in this year, here is because when you read this guide you can get a lot of
benefit upon it. You will easily to buy this specific book in the book retailer or you can order it through
online. The publisher with this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more readily to read this book, as you
can read this book in your Smartphone. So there is no reason to your account to past this e-book from your
list.

David Yoon:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind skill or
thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book in comparison with
can satisfy your limited time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find book that need
more time to be read. Stories in the Time of Cholera: Racial Profiling during a Medical Nightmare can be
your answer because it can be read by you actually who have those short spare time problems.
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